Empidonax traillii extimus

Southwestern Willow Flycatcher-Endangered

Description:

The flycatcher is a small bird.  It is around 15 cm (6 in) in length, including the tail.  The flycatcher has clearly visible light-colored wingbars, it lacks the conspicuous pale eye-ring of many similar flycatcher species.  Overall, the body is brownish-olive to gray-green above.  The throat is whitish, breast pale olive, and the belly yellowish.  The bill is relatively large and the lower mandible is completely pale.  The flycatcher is best identified by vocalizations. 

Habitat:


At low elevations the flycatcher breeds principally in dense willow, cottonwood, and tamarisk thickets and woodland along streams and rivers.  At high elevations breeding occurs in  pure, streamside stands of Geyer willow.  Migrant flycatchers may occur more widely.

Range:


In Nevada, the Southwestern willow flycatcher is found in isolated pockets of the Colorado River drainage, including the Las Vegas Wash, the Virgin River above Lake Mead, the Muddy River, Pahranagat Valley, and the Meadow Valley Wash.

Breeding:


Fall migration begins as the breeding season ends in July-August.  Males sing repeatedly from exposed perches while on the breeding grounds, and occasionally during migration.  The nest is built of shredded bark, cattail tufts, and grasses, and lined with fine grasses and feathers.  Usually the nest is placed in a branch fork in a willow, near water.  The eggs are buff with dark spots at one end.  The typical clutch of three to four eggs is laid in May-June.  Incubation lasts 12 to 13 days.  Nestlings fledge after 12 to 14 days. 

Diet:


Southwestern willow flycathers eat a wide variety of flying insects and those gleaned from foliage.  They also eat spiders and some berries.

Conservation Status:


Neo-tropical migrants.  Reduction in population is mainly caused by habitat loss (conversion or destruction of native riparian habitats), and nest predation.  Brown-headed cowbird parasitism is an additional threat.  
