Centaurium namophilum

Spring–Loving Centaury-Threatened (Designated Critical Habitat in County)

Family:


Gentianaceae

Description:


The spring-loving centaury is an erect annual 4.5 dm (18 in) tall.  It has linear to somewhat wider leaves 5 cm (2 in) in opposite pairs.  It has many flowering branches which bear pink leaves on short stalks.  It flowers from July to September (Mozingo and Williams 1980).
Habitat:


The spring-loving centaury grows in moist to wet, alkali-crusted clay soils of seeps, springs, outflow drainages, meadows, and hummocks.  It is usually found with saltgrass (Distichillis spicata), goldenweed (Pyrrocoma), Baltic rush (Juncus balticus), yerba mansa (Anempsis californica), western niterwort (Nitrophila occidentalis), saltbush (Atriplex), Tecopa bird’sbeak (Cordylanthus tecopensis), ash (Fraxinus), mesquite (Prosopis), tamarisk (Tamarix), cattail (Typha), and thistle (Cirsium). It is aquatic or wetland dependent and occurs at elevations between 670-1675 m (2200-5500 ft).
Range:


It is endemic to the Ash Meadows area Nye County, Nevada.
Conservation Status:


Threats to this plant include regional groundwater pumping, competition from invasive weeds, impacts from past agricultural conversion and water diversion.
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