Rorippa subumellata
Tahoe Yellow Cress-Candidate

Family:


Brassicaceae
Description:


Tahoe yellow cress is a small, perennial herb with pubescent sprawling branches 5-15 cm (2-6 in) long.  The leaves vary from pubescent to smooth and are broadly oblanceolate or oblong and subpinnatifid.  The short almost umbellate inflorescence bears yellow flowers during June and July (Mozingo and Williams 1980).
Habitat:

This species has been observed on sandy substrates, in silty soils among boulders, along lake margins, near stream mouths, in organically enriched dune slacks, and in back-beach depressions of naturally dynamic environments.
Range:

This herb is known to grow only along the shores of Lake Tahoe, in California (El Dorado and Placer counties) and Nevada (Carson City Rural Area, Washoe, and Douglas counties).  It grows at an elevation between 2175-3260 m (8900-10,700 ft).
Conservation Status:

Habitat occurrence and suitability are influenced by physical processes such as fluctuations in lake elevations, wave-induced beach erosion, or changes in stream channel orientation, all of which may eliminate or create suitable substrates for plant growth. Substrate moisture also influences the occurrence of Tahoe yellow cress as well as recreational use of the public beaches at Lake Tahoe.  Human structures that impede growth are boat launches, piers, and marinas.
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