Spiranthes diluvialis

Ute Lady’s Tresses-Threatened (Believed to be extirpated from Nevada)

Family: 


Orchidaceae

Description:


Ute lady’s tresses is a perennial orchid with usually 1 stem that is 20-50 cm (7.75-19.75 in) tall and arising from tuberously thickened roots.   Its narrow leaves are 1 cm (.4 in) wide and can reach 28 cm (11 in) long.  The leaves are longest at their base, and persist during flowering.  The inflorescence consists of few to many white or ivory flowers clustered in a spike of 3-rank spirals at the top of the stem.  The sepals and petals are ascending or perpendicular to the stem.  The lateral sepals often spread abruptly from the base of the flower, and sepals are free or only slightly connate at the base.  The lip petal is somewhat constricted at the median.  

Habitat:


Ute lady’s tresses grows in moist to very wet, somewhat alkaline or calcareous native meadows.  It grows near streams, springs, seeps, lake shores, or in abandoned stream meanders.  Ute lady’s tresses can be found at elevations of 1280-1615 m (4200-5300 ft).  It is aquatic or wetland dependent in Nevada.

Range:


Ute lady’s tresses may be found in Lincoln County, Nevada; also in CO, ID, MT, NE, UT, and WY.

Conservation Status:


Threats include heavy summer livestock grazing and hay mowing, agricultural conversion, and private developments. It was last seen in Nevada in 1936, and may already be extirpated from this state.
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