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Lepidomeda albivallis 

White River spinedace-Endangered (Designated Critical Habitat in County)



Description:

The White River spinedace is a small fish about 10.2 cm (4 in) in length. It is brightly colored, bright brassy green to olive above, silvery on its sides, and silvery white below.  It has  sooty blotches on its sides. The dorsal and caudal fins are pale olive- brown to pinkish- brown, with rays often deep olive and the interradial membranes are flushed with rosy color. The pectoral fins are yellowish with orange- red axils. The anal and pelvic fins are bright orange- red over most of the fin. The lower edge of the caudal peduncle is speckled with orange-red. There is some coppery red to red on the side of the face. The lateral line is visibly gold. Female coloration is similar but less intense. 

Habitat:


They live in cool springs 18.3-21.65 degrees C (65-71 degrees F), their outflows over sand and gravel substrate.  They seem to prefer shallow areas (0.5 to 1.5 m deep) (Lee et al. 1980).  The most common aquatic plants in its habitat are; watercress, pond weed, rush, and cattail.  Surrounding vegetation is needed for shade and as habitat for insects upon which the spinedace feeds (Matthews and Moseley 1990).

Range:

The White River spinedace occurs in the White River Valley, in White Pine and Nye Counties, Nevada. 

Breeding:

Breeding studies of this species have not been completed.  The White River spinedace  may be similar in life history to other species such as the Big Spring spinedace.
Diet:

The White River spinedace is omnivorous, feeding on an array of insects and other invertebrates, and plant matter. 

Conservation Status:

Restriction of this species to springs and a few small outflows makes the White River spinedace highly vulnerable to the effects of habitat alterations and the introduction of exotic fishes.   The population is very small but currently stable to increasing.
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