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Plagopterus argentissimus 

Woundfin-Endangered (Designated Critical Habitat in County)



Description:


The woudfin is a small fish approximately 6 cm (2.5 in) in length.  It has a slender body and broad head. The snout overhangs the small, horizontal mouth. Its lips are thin and barbells are present. The woudfin has no scales. The pelvic fins are joined to the abdomen along the inner edges. The caudal fin is large, and deeply forked. Woundfin are silvery colored all over, darkening along the back. 

Habitat:


Riverine habitat.
Range:

Virgin River and its tributaries in Nevada, Arizona and Utah; found formerly in the Gila River basin. 

Breeding:

Females produce about 200 eggs, most spawn the second spring after hatching. Most woundfin survive 2 reproductive seasons. 

Diet:

Woundfin are omnivorous, feeding on a variety of benthic and drift animals, and plant matter. 

Conservation Status:


There are very few left in the wild due mainly to loss of habitat and introduction of non-native species.
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