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First we have to create the Worksheet folder for the 
client

Click on Database and select Rearrange...



Right mouse click on worksheets and select New Folder



Type in the farm’s name or the client’s name to overtype the 
highlighted New Folder



If the farm has many fields, you can create sub-folders for 
Tracts. Right mouse click on the farm’s folder and select 
New Folder – and rename the new folder for the Tract’s 
number.



I created three subfolders – one for each Tract on the farm



Click on Close



Click on the Worksheet icon to bring up the 
Default Worksheet



Double click on the default file



Fill out the Tract number, Owner name and Field number 
windows, and write the field specific information into the 
Info box. (concentrated flow; stone cover %; neighbor’s 
well distance to edge of field; sinkhole; distance to 
perennial or intermittent stream; etc.)



I would recommend to save the worksheet now by clicking 
on File and selecting Save As...



This window will appear. Double click on the Blossom Farm 
folder, then double click on the Tract 587 folder.



Click into the “File name:” window and give a name for your 
worksheet by overtyping the default name.



Click on Save



Click on the down-arrow for the location and double-click on 
the USA folder, then double-click on the New York folder 
and finally double-click on the county the farm is located in.



Blossom Farm is in Onondaga County, so I double-
clicked on that folder.



Click on the down-arrow in the Soil window and double click 
on the Onondaga Co folder



Scroll down and find LsC Lansing soil, and double click on it.



Now, double click on the “Lansing gravelly silt loam 80%”
file.



Enter the measured slope length and steepness into these 
windows.

If you are entering a complex slope, click on the + button to 
create the segments, then enter the slope parameters.



Click on the down-arrow to find the previously built crop 
rotation.



Double click on CMZ 04.1 folder, 
then double click on the c. Other 
Local Mgt. Records folder, and 
finally on the Blossom Farm folder.



Double click on the rotation 
belongs to this field



Click on the down-arrow to enter the row gradient 
measured on the field.



I measured 1% during my 
field walks, so I selected 
and double clicked on 
“absolute row grade 1 
percent file”.



Click on the yellow folder to enter the 20% Rock cover 
value observed on the field.



The Rock cover window will appear where you can 
overwrite the 0% default value to 20%, then close the 
window by clicking anywhere outside of the window.



The predicted soil loss is less, than the Tolerable soil 
loss value. This means, the farm is in compliance with 
any state or federal regulations related to sheet and rill 
soil erosion on this field.



Click on the Save icon. Notice the 
disappearing asterisk after the file’s name.



Click on the + button to create another scenario for this 
field.



The farmer would like to increase his corn acres. Choose a higher 
corn year rotation to see the predicted soil loss for this field. Click 
on the down-arrow next to the Management window.

The farmer would like to increase his corn acres. Choose a 
higher corn year rotation to see the predicted soil loss for 
this field. Click on the down-arrow next to the Management 
window.



The additional year of corn silage increased the soil loss to 
3.9 Tons/acre/year. This is still under the Tolerable soil loss 
level. Lets see the soil loss if we add another year of corn 
silage to the rotation. Highlight the second scenario, then 
click on the + button.



Click on the down-arrow and select the Cornsilage5 Hay 4 
moldboard w/manure file



Click on the Cornsilage5 Hay 4 
moldboard w/manure file



The soil loss now exceeds the Tolerable level. Lets try 
installing contour stripcropping to see if the soil loss will go 
under the tolerable level with the 5 years of corn silage in 
the rotation.



Click on the Strips/barriers down-arrow



Double click on the Strip 
cropping folder



Select and click on the 
“2strip rotational 0-4 file”



Explanation: the 2strip means the 
RUSLE slope was measured 
across two strips. The “rotational 
0-4” refers to the offset years 
between the low residue crop and 
the high residue crop in the 
rotation. There is no option for a 
5 year corn, just select the 
highest 4 year offset.



The predicted soil loss is back under the Tolerable value, so 
we can present this alternative to the landowner/producer.



Click on the Save icon.
To print out a report, click on File and select Print Report...



Select the “NRCS RUSLE2 Worksheet Record.wrk.dot” file 
and click open.



Here is the report as a Word 
document. It can be printed or 
saved as a Word document.



For assistance in the RUSLE2 software please call or email to:

Tibor Horvath 315-477-6530 tibor.horvath@ny.usda.gov

Dale Gates 315-736-3316 dale.gates@ny.usda.gov

Doug Gillette 585-394-0525 doug.gillette@ny.usda.gov

Sarah Kron 845-883-7162 sarah.kron@ny.usda.gov

James Calhoun 518-431-4110 james.calhoun@ny.usda.gov
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