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Background

The State Acres for Wildlife Enhancement (SAFE) program is designed to allow states to address local wildlife conservation needs.  SAFE allows producers to install practices that benefit high priority state wildlife conservation objectives by targeting restoration of vital habitat. To maximize program benefits, priority focus areas were established to better align allowable practices with targeted wildlife species. The Pheasant SAFE priority area consists of areas with existing grassland and high potential for additional grasslands that will benefit the targeted species. The goal in this area is to provide habitat for threatened, endangered or declining populations of grassland dependent species and specifically benefitting pheasant and bobwhite quail. Many other species will benefit from the habitat established as well.


Description

The purpose of this practice is to establish a permanent wildlife habitat cover to enhance environmental benefits for the wildlife habitat of the designated or surrounding areas. This cover creates and enhances wildlife habitat by providing food as well as winter and nesting cover 

Practice Requirements
Type of Cover The preferred cover is a mix of short grasses, tall grasses, forbs, legumes and shrubs. Short grasses shall comprise at least 60% of the grasses. The establishment of shrubs is optional and may not exceed 10% of the acreage.
Cover Interspersion Cover may be established as blocks or strips of different species as opposed to a uniform mix over the entire area. The arrangement should maximize the habitat for the targeted wildlife species.
CRP Policy Requirements

Cover shall be established in accordance with the Conservation Cover standard (327), Tree and Shrub Establishment (612), Upland Wildlife Habitat Management (645) or other applicable NRCS technical practice standard in the local Field Office Technical Guide (FOTG).

The required CRP practice cover shall be established, maintained and managed for a period of 10 to 15 years as approved in the contract. All provisions of the CRP-1 contract Appendix will be followed for the life of the contract.

The species and rates shall be adapted to the soil and climatic conditions of the site and suitable for the practice purposes. In addition, species used will meet the requirements of the CRP practice.

If sludge, manure or other agricultural by-products are to be applied to the CRP acreage, contact FSA. At a minimum, these actions will require approval by the FSA County Committee and the development of a Waste Utilization plan by NRCS or TSP.

The cover shall be maintained for the life of the contract. Disturbance or alteration of the cover is allowed only if it is included in the conservation plan and authorized by the FSA County Committee.

The seeded area shall not be harvested or grazed by domestic livestock for the life of the contract. An exception may be made for managed haying and grazing or emergency haying and grazing if authorized and included in the conservation plan.

The cover shall be seeded within 12 months after the CRP-1 contract effective date. If more time is needed to accomplish the seeding, an extension must be granted by the FSA County Committee.

In accordance with the Ohio FSA State Policy regarding quality of seed, all seed used on CRP contracts must be purchased from a registered Ohio Department of Agriculture (ODA) seed vendor and shall comply with all other provisions of this policy which is provided to the participant by the FSA County Office prior to contract approval.

The participant is responsible for certifying to FSA when cover has been established.

Establishment
A variety of practices may be used to establish the appropriate cover. Details on the establishment of these covers are included in additional job sheets. If any of the following practices are checked, additional information is attached or included as part of the plan and specifications for implementing this CRP practice.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Conservation Cover (327)-Native Grasses
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Conservation Cover – Introduced Grasses

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Tree/Shrub Establishment (612)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Firebreak (338)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Mid-Contract Management


Maintenance

Maintain the cover to provide adequate erosion control, comply with noxious weed laws and control undesirable plants species, insects or rodents that negatively affect the CRP cover or adjacent lands.

Maintenance activities are only allowed between July 16 and February 28 (outside the primary nesting and brood-rearing season) unless the FSA County Committee has approved maintenance activity during the nesting season prior to the activity taking place.

Scout fields in May to early June to identify problems such as thistle, johnsongrass, other noxious weeds or trees. These may need treatment to control.

Spot treatment necessary to control noxious weeds or pests that will damage the CRP cover may be allowed during the primary nesting season (March 1 to July 15) if: it is limited to the affected area of the field; the method used shall be the least damaging to nesting wildlife and habitat; and it is approved beforehand by the FSA County Committee. 
Periodic mowing, mowing for cosmetic purposes and annual mowing for generic weed control are prohibited. In order to maintain a grass cover, mowing may be necessary to control unwanted woody plant invasion. Typically, mowing every 2 to 3 years will control woody vegetation. Mowing for this purpose may not be done annually. 

Mow no shorter than 8 inches for native grasses. Mowing shorter than 8 inches will damage or kill the warm season grasses and promote cool season grasses. Mow no shorter than 4 inches for introduced grasses. Do not mow after August 20 in order to allow regrowth for winter cover.  
If prescribed burning is to be used, it must be conducted in accordance with an approved burn plan and all applicable state or local regulations.

Do not mow areas planned for establishment to trees or shrubs. Maintain these areas in natural 
successional cover. Undesirable woody species may be controlled through spraying or selective cutting.

Information on this Job Sheet is considered to be part of the contract and conservation plan that has been developed with the participant.
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