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Mid-Contract Management
Research has shown that typically 3-4 years after establishment of grass stands, the site becomes dominated by thick growth of the grasses or undesirable broadleaf plants. This may be especially bad for the cover desired under the Pheasant SAFE practice; generally a more open cover is preferred. In order to counteract this, all CRP practices must have mid-contract management activities scheduled that are site specific and will ensure plant diversity, wildlife habitat and protection of soil and water resources. 

Management activities that will ensure these benefits in conservation cover include prescribed burning (with an approved burn plan), soil disturbance, spraying and interseeding of forbs. Mowing is generally an inadequate means of disturbance for the desired habitat, except as needed to facilitate prescribed burning or soil disturbance. Disking in the late summer or fall is especially effective for maintaining desirable habitat. Summer burns may also be beneficial for increasing the amount of forbs in a stand.
Mid-contract management activities generally will not be needed for areas established to shrubs. However, in some situations, thinning or selected removal of some plants may improve the quality of the stand. These will be planned based on a field review of the site during the life of the contract. 
 Implementation of mid-contract management will be administered by the Farm Service Agency. All management activities must be performed according to CRP policy. An evaluation of the stand will be made during the 4th year of the contract. At that time a separate mid-contract specifications sheet may be developed. Practices planned as a result of that evaluation will be completed before the end of the 6thyear of the contract. The currently planned mid-contract practices are shown below. However, depending on the results of the evaluation done in year 4 of the contract, a different option may be selected. It is possible that the evaluation will indicate no need for mid-contract management practices.
Information on this Job Sheet is considered to be part of the contract and conservation plan that has been developed with the participant.

	Mid-Contract Management

	Starting in year:                                                      

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Soil/vegetation disturbance      
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Prescribed burning

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Herbicide      
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Interseeding      

	Note: An evaluation of the stand will be made no earlier than the 4th year of the contract. At that time a separate mid-contract specifications sheet shall be developed.
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