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Purpose
Edge is the transition from one type of habitat to another. This transition may be gradual or abrupt. In Ohio, most of the woodland-cropland edges are very abrupt with very little transitional shrubby habitat. This is not a good situation for either wildlife or crop production. The mature trees have limbs hanging out over the cropland which creates problems such as shading, wetness and equipment access in the cropland. From a wildlife standpoint, more species prefer a transitional habitat from the open cropland to the mature woods consisting of a mix of low-growing shrubs, grasses and flowering plants. This provides cover from the weather and predators as well a greater variety of food sources (berries, insects, seeds, browse). Species that will greatly benefit from the creation of more gradual shrubby edges include cottontail rabbit, pheasant, bobwhite quail, grouse and woodland songbirds such as indigo bunting and common yellowthroat.

Where the lack of this gradual transition between woods and open areas has been identified as a problem for desired wildlife species, there are several ways to create this habitat. One option is to create shrubby habitat within the open field next to the woods. Another option is to thin the trees within the woodland along the edge; this job sheet describes how the transitional habitat can be established within the wooded area.
Specifications
· Treated areas will extend 30 to 50 feet inward from the edge of the woods. It is not necessary to treat a uniform width.
· Treated areas should be 50 to 100 feet long and separated by untreated areas 100 to 150 feet long.
· All woody vegetation greater than 3 inches in diameter or 12 feet in height will be killed.
· Woody vegetation may be killed mechanically (chainsaw, hand cutting, shearers, etc.) or chemically (broadcast, basal spray, cut stem spray) or a combination. 
· Do not use heavy equipment such as bulldozers as this does not create the desired habitat conditions. Also avoid the use of equipment which shreds or chips much of the woody material.
· Undesirable trees or shrubs (e. g. multiflora rose, autumn olive, non-native bush honeysuckle, ailanthus) of any size should be cut and stump-treated with an approved herbicide.
· Avoid killing desirable native trees such as plum, sumac, dogwood, viburnum, persimmon, serviceberry, hawthorns, or elderberry which produce soft mast food sources.
· If sod forming grasses or undesirable or invasive species are present, treat with an approved contact herbicide prior to tree removal. This will encourage the growth of desirable forbs and shrubs which will respond to increased sunlight once larger trees have been removed.
· Cut trees may be dropped and left lying in the edge area or dropped into adjacent fields if acceptable. Material may also be used to create brush piles. Removal of material for firewood or other uses is acceptable.
· The best time to treat woody vegetation is October through March as this avoids possible incidental taking of the endangered Indiana bat using trees for nursery sites or disturbance of other nesting wildlife.
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	1Mechanical or chemical
2List desirable species to be retained; if none, list N/A
3List any invasive or other undesirable species to be controlled; if none, list N/A

	

	Operation and Maintenance

	Inspect the treated area each year during the growing season. Use herbicides on a spot basis to control undesirable/invasive vegetation or noxious weeds. Exclude livestock from the treated area. Thin the edges when woody vegetation gets taller than 15 feet. Limit re-treatment disturbance to no more than 50% of all border habitats.




Woodland Edge Feathering – Plan Map or Sketch
If needed, an aerial view or side view of the practice can be shown below. Other relevant information, such as complimentary practices, and adjacent field or tract conditions and additional specifications may be included.
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