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Definition

A strip or area of herbaceous vegetation situated between cropland, grazing land, or disturbed land (including forest land) and environmentally sensitive areas.

Purposes (check all that apply)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 To reduce sediment, particulate organics, and sediment adsorbed contaminant loadings in runoff.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 To reduce dissolved contaminant loadings in runoff.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 To serve as Zone 3 of a Riparian Forest Buffer, Practice Standard 391.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 To restore, create or enhance herbaceous habitat for wildlife and beneficial insects.
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 FORMCHECKBOX 

 To maintain or enhance watershed functions and values. 

Condition where practice applies

This practice applies (1) in areas situated below cropland, grazing land, or disturbed land (including forest land) (2) where sediment, particulate organic matter and/or dissolved contaminants may leave these areas and are entering environmentally sensitive areas; (3) in areas where permanent vegetative establishment is needed to enhance wildlife and beneficial insects, or maintain or enhance watershed function.  This practice applies when planned as part of a conservation management system.

For questions concerning the application and maintenance of this practice contact       ________ @      ___________.

Specifications

Filter Strip Width and Seeding mixture.

Filter Strip Layout 
Strip  #1
Strip #2
Strip #3
Strip #4

Filter Strip Width (ft)
      Ft.
      Ft.
      Ft.
      Ft.

Strip Length along edge of field (ft)
      Ft.
      Ft.
      Ft.
      Ft.

Area (Ac)
      Ac.
      Ac.
      Ac.
      Ac.

Seeding Mixture:
Species
Lbs/ac
Species
Lbs/ac
Species
Lbs/ac
Species
Lbs/ac

· Species # 1
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     

· Species # 2
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     

· Species # 3
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     

Lime (tons/ac)
     
     
     
     

N (lbs/ac)
     
     
     
     

P2O5
     
     
     
     

K2O
     
     
     
     

Other Comments:       

Site Preparation

Prepare firm or seedbed or no till. Apply lime and fertilizer according to recommendations.

Planting Method(s)

Drill grass and/or legumes seed      _______ inches deep uniformly. Establish stand of vegetation according to recommended seeding rate.

If necessary, mulch newly seeded area with      ______ tons per acre of mulch material. May seed small grain as a companion crop at the rate of      _______ pounds per acre, but clip or harvest before it heads out.

Operation and Maintenance

1. For the purposes of filtering contaminants, permanent filter strip vegetative plantings should be harvested as appropriate to encourage dense growth, maintain an upright growth habit, and remove nutrients and other contaminants that are contained in the plant tissue.

2. Control undesired weed species, especially state-listed noxious weeds.

3. Inspect the filter strip after storm events and repair any gullies that have formed, remove unevenly deposited sediment accumulation that will disrupt sheet flow, reseed disturbed areas, and take other measures to prevent concentrated flow through the filter strip

4. Apply supplemental nutrients as needed to maintain the desired species composition and stand density of the filter strip.

5. To maintain or restore the filter strip’s function, periodically regrade the filter strip area when sediment deposition at the filter strip-field interface jeopardizes its function, and then reestablish the filter strip vegetation, if needed.  If wildlife habitat is a purpose, destruction of vegetation within the portion of the strip devoted to that purpose should be minimized by regrading only to the extent needed to remove sediment and fill concentrated flow areas.

6. After September 1st do not mow or harvest the grasses or grass/legume mixtures to allow for a good cover to establish prior to winter.

7. Maintain all easements and right-a-ways.

8. For CRP filter strips and other filter strips with desired wildlife purposes delay mowing or harvests until after July 15th.












