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Definition

A cross wind trap strip is an area of herbaceous vegetation, resistant to wind erosion, and grown in
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strips perpendicular to the prevailing wind direction.  As the name implies, cross wind trap strips entrap windborne sediment.

Purpose(s) (Check all that apply)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Provide wildlife habitat 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Reduce soil erosion from wind

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Reduce pollution from wind-borne material

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Protect crops from wind-borne soil

Where used

Cross wind trap strips can be used along watercourses, drainage ditches, waterbodies, and other sensitive areas adjacent to agricultural fields susceptible to wind erosion or wind erosion damage.

Conservation management systems

Cross wind trap strips are recommended as part of a resource management system that addresses all

natural resource concerns and the objectives of the landowner or operator. For this practice to be fully

effective, crop rotation, nutrient and pest management, crop residue management, and other cropland

practices should be considered.

Specifications

Location & Layout
Strip 1
Strip 2
Strip 3
Strip 4

Cultivated Width (ft)
     
     
     
     

Grass Strip Width (ft)
     
     
     
     

Grass Strip Length (ft)
     
     
     
     

Acres in Buffer Strip
     
     
     
     

Seeding / Establishment Specifications:

Planned Species By Strip Number


Seeding Rate

(lbs/ac)
Seeding Date
Lime

(tons/ac)
Fertilizer

Recommedation

Strips #      

1.      
     
     
     
     

2.      
     
     
     
     

3.      
     
     
     
     

Strips #      

1.      
     
     
     
     

2.      
     
     
     
     

3.      
     
     
     
     

Site Preparation

Prepare firm seedbed. Apply lime and fertilizer according to recommendations.

Planting Method(s)

Drill grass and/or legumes seed      _______ inches deep uniformly. Establish stand of vegetation according to recommended seeding rate.

If necessary, mulch newly seeded area with      ______ tons per acre of mulch material. May seed small grain as a companion crop at the rate of      _______ pounds per acre, but clip or harvest before it heads out.

Operation and Maintenance

1. After establishment, perennial trap strips shall be fertilized as needed to maintain plant vigor.  Weeds shall be controlled with mowing or chemicals.

2. Mowing or grazing of trap strips shall be managed to allow regrowth to the planned height before periods when wind erosion or crop damage is expected to occur.

3. Wind-borne sediment accumulated in trap strips shall be removed and distributed over the surface of the field as determined appropriate.

4. Trap strips shall be re-established or relocated as needed to maintain plant density and height. 

5. When barriers are designed to enhance wildlife habitat, they shall not be mowed or pruned unless their height and width exceeds that required to obtain the wildlife objective and they become competitive with the adjoining land use.  When mowing or pruning is necessary, it shall be done only during non-nesting season (Spring through  July-15th).  












