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 NUTRIENT MANAGEMENT  

Operations and Maintenance Plan  
For Solid Manure 

  

Prepared by:  
Mark Scarpitti, CCA, State Agronomist, NRCS Ohio 

(Describe the type of application equipment and specify the form, 
source, amount, timing, and method of nutrient application) 
 
  

Manure Application: 

(Describe how manure will be collected, stored, and 
transferred.) 
 
  
  

Manure Storage and Handling: 

(Describe Location, Type and Number of Livestock, Acres of  
Cropland / Pasture Land, Crop Rotation, Tillage System) 
 
  

General Description of Operation: 

This Operation and Maintenance Plan is intended to be used with solid manure.  Solid manure is defined  
as manure having greater than 20% solid content.  
 
Background:  Ohio policy states that CNMPs are not required for the following "lower risk" circumstances:  

1. Livestock heavy use pads installed under practice standard 561.  
2. Pasture based operations with no manure storage structure or winter feeding area.  
3. Livestock operations with solid manure handling and storage that meet all of the following criteria:  
 Existing storage is structurally sound with no signs of off site pollution or will be replaced with a new system. 
 There is no settling basin with a constructed vegetated treatment area,  
 There is less than 350 tons of solid manure collected annually,  
 There is at least one acre available for manure application for each 4 tons of manure collected, and  
 The farm headquarters and the land that will have manure applied are under a conservation management system. 
 There is a current soil test on all fields that will receive manure and 
 There are no fields receiving manure with soil tests above 150 ppm (300 lbs/ac).  

In these cases this Operations and Maintenance Plan will serve in place of a CNMP. 
 

 
 

Operation Name:    Date: 
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A conservation plan map and setback map of non-application areas must be developed 
The following setbacks will be observed when applying manure: 

 Producer’s Signature Date 

    

Type of Sensitive - Setback Area Setbacks Based on Methods of Manure Application 

  Surface Application  Winter Application Frozen 
or Snow Covered Soils 7/ 

Surface Incorporation W/I 24 
Hours OR Direct Injection 

Residences / Private Wells down 
slope from the application area. 100 ft. 200 ft. 100 ft. 

- Sinkholes 300 ft. 100 ft. 

- Pond or Lake 

- 35ft. Vegetative Barrier 1/, 
with the remaining 100 ft.  
setback in non-vegetative 
Setback 2/ 

- 35ft. Vegetative Barrier 1/, 
with the remaining 200 ft.  
setback in non-vegetative 
Setback 2/ 

- 35ft. Vegetative Barrier 1/ 

- Streams 

- Ditches 

- Surface Inlets 

- 35ft. Vegetative Barrier 1/, 
OR 
- 100 ft.  setback in non-
vegetative Setback, OR 
- 35 ft. in non-vegetative 
setback 3/ 

200 ft. None 

Grassed Waterway 35 ft. 200 ft. None 

Field Surface Drains 35 ft. 200 ft. None 

Public Wells 300 ft. 300 ft. 100 ft. 

Developed Springs 300 ft. upslope 300 ft. upslope 300 ft. upslope 

Public Surface Drinking Water In-
take 300 ft. 300 ft. 300 ft. 

1. Must have a current soil test on all land receiving manure to develop this plan. 
2. Soil tests will be taken every 3 years and manure will be analyzed annually.  These results will guide manure application. 
3. Sum of all nutrients applied will not exceed the recommendations of the Tri-State Fertility Guide. 
4. Application rates are to be based on the most limiting factor of nutrient needs or volume limitation of the manure.  
5. Manure will be utilized in a manner that minimizes the opportunity for contamination of surface and ground water. 
6. Manure is not to be land-applied on soils that are frequently flooded, as defined by the National Cooperative Soil Survey, 

during the period when flooding is expected unless incorporated immediately  
7. Manure will not be applied to frozen or snow covered soil. 
8. Weather forecasts will be monitored.  Scrape lots but don’t apply manure prior to an imminent rainfall likely to generate 

runoff. 
9. Records of manure application will be kept a minimum of five (5) years. 
10. Manure will not  be applied to cropland over 15% slope or to pasture/hayland over 20% slope unless one of the following 

precautions is taken: 
A) Immediate incorporation or injection with operations done on the contour, UNLESS the field has 80% ground cover 

(residue and/or canopy). 
 B) Applications are timed during periods of lower runoff and/or rainfall (Late May to Mid-October)  

C) Apply low rates through split applications (separated by rainfall events).  Apply less than 10 wet tons/acre. 
D) The field is established and managed in contour strips with alternate strips in grass or legume. 

11. Reduce nitrogen volatilization losses by incorporation within 24 hours. 
12. See practice standard Nutrient Management (590) for more information. 
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