
Ohio Technical Guide Committee Minutes 
 

May 1, 2008 
 

Marysville Field Office 
 
 

Attendees:  Clifford Thornton, Rick Ellsmore, Mike Monnin, Mark Scarpitti, Bob 
Hendershot, Mark DeBrock, Jennifer Chen, Angel Arehart, Pat Ernst, Rich 
Gehring, Mark Smith. 
 
Clifford opened the meeting at 10 am.  Clifford led the discussion and reviewed 
the purpose of the committee and the minutes from the 11/21/06.  There were no 
comments on the prior meeting minutes. 
 
The committee discussed appointing a vice chair and selected Mark Smith, Area 
Resource Conservationist from Area 3, pending approval from his supervisor.  
Rick Ellsmore agreed to be the recorder. 
 
ACTION Items Discussed: 
 

• Ensure that practice standards which private TSP’s are assisting NRCS 
with are up-to-date.   

• Mark Scarpitti reviewed agronomic standards recently updated (Appendix 
A Seeding Tables, 340 – Cover Crop, 345 – Residue Management, Mulch 
Till, 329 – Residue Management, No-till, Strip-till,/Direct Seed, 346 – 
Residue Management, Ridge Till) and those which were planned for the 
rest of the year (327 Conservation Cover, 386 Field Border, 393 Filter 
Strip).  He also reviewed new CRP SAFE job sheets in works and a 
Conservation Cover Establishment Guide. 

• Mark DeBrock reviewed biological standards which he was anticipating 
completing this year (396 – Fish Passage, 390 – Riparian Herbaceous 
Cover, 646 – Shallow Water Development and Management, 395 – 
Stream Habitat Improvement and Management). 

• Angel Arehart would like to add energy information into several of the 
standards since it is now one of the agencies venture goals.  The 
committee felt that energy information would fit well in the considerations 
section of the practice standard. 

• Bob Hendershot reviewed the grazing standards which he was working on 
(382 – Fence,  511 – Forage Harvest Management, 512 – Pasture and 
Hayland Planting, 528 – Prescribed Grazing) and updated the group on a 
new grazing management job sheet. 

• Mike Monnin reviewed the engineering practices which he was updating 
for the year (412 – Grassed Waterway (to incorporate Bulletin OH-210-7-1 
into the standard), 702- Agrichemical Handling Facility (needs revised 
since National Standard 309 was posted 2/08),  533 – Pumping plant (to 
better incorporate livestock watering needs), 317-Composting Facility, 316 
- Animal Mortality Facility, 365- Anaerobic Digester, Ambient Temperature, 
366 - Anaerobic Digester, Controlled Temperature, 629 - Waste 



Treatment).  Currently, Ohio does not have standards 365, 366, and 329; 
Mike asked if the committee supports adding them (didn’t get an answer). 

 
The committee felt that some practices might want to be removed from the list:  
397 – Aquaculture Ponds, 589C – Cross Wind Trap Strips, 603 - Herbaceous 
Wind Barriers, 543 – Land Reclamation, Abandoned Mine Land, 544 – Land 
Reclamation, Currently Mined Land, 344 – Residue Management, Seasonal. 
 
After discussion, the committee felt it was not best to delete mine reclamation 
standards because of recent issues with incompatible uses of prior reclaimed 
land. 
 
Training – Mark Scarpitti informed the committee of the upcoming training 
opportunities with WEPS, RUSLE 2, and Conservation Practice Standard Writing 
on May 20-22, 2008. 
 
Ohio Utility Policy (NEH OH503.04) – The committee felt that this policy needs 
should be reviewed prior to changing any standards and/or job sheets.  There 
are references to landowners, contractors, planners, and designers for making 
calls for ground breaking practices which might impact utilities, gas lines, etc.   
Clarification on this policy is needed prior to making any changes.  Specifically 
discussed was that this policy needs to be followed when NRCS provides 
technical assistance for fence installed under practice standard 582.  Fencing 
can be a high risk practice for utility disturbance because it often located close to 
utilities along roadways. 
 
Technical Guide Committee – Clifford agreed to look into policy for committee 
structure.  Rich Gehring reviewed the August 2003 General Manual policy which 
was different from the October 2007 Ohio Bulletin. 
 
Practice Life Spans – The committee felt that further clarification with 
programmatic and practice life spans should be addressed for employees.  . The 
committee felt that the service life of a practice needs viewed independently from 
the duration a program contract, and that all practices need to include O&M 
provisions necessary for the practice to function for the service life. 
 
Area 2 Representative – The committee structure currently has Gary Mathes as 
the Area 2 Representative.  He retired this fiscal year, so a new representative 
should be appointed from Area 2. 
 
The committee felt that we should meet more frequently based on current policy.  
The next meeting was scheduled for 7/24/08. 
 
The meeting closed at 12 noon.  


