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Forage Suitability Group Descriptions


PASTURE AND HAYLAND SUITABILITY GROUPS

Group A - Soils having few limitations for the growth of climatically adapted plants.

Group A-1

Deep and very deep, well and moderately well drained soils.  Available water capacity ranges from moderate to very high.  Slopes range from 0 to 18 percent.

Group A-2

Deep and very deep, well and moderately well drained soils.  Available water capacity ranges from moderate to very high.  Slopes range from 18 to 25 percent.

Group A-3

Deep and very deep, well and moderately well drained soils.  Available water capacity ranges from moderate to very high.  Slopes range from 25 to 40 percent.

Group A-4

Deep and very deep, well and moderately well drained soils that have stones or boulders on the surface that are extensive enough to preclude hay making equipment.  Slopes range from 0 to 40 percent.

Group A-5

Well and moderately well drained soils that are subject to flooding.  Available water capacity ranges from moderate to very high.  Slopes range from 0 to 18 percent.

Group A-6

Deep and very deep, well and moderately well drained soils that are subject to frost action.  Available water capacity ranges from moderate to very high.  Slopes range from 0 to 18 percent.

Group B - Soils that limit growth and production due to droughtiness.

Group B-1

Deep and very deep, well and moderately well drained soils.  Available water capacity is low or very low.  Slopes range from 0 to 25 percent.

Group B-2

Deep and very deep, well and moderately well drained soils.  Available water capacity is low or very low.  Slopes range from 25 to 40 percent.

Group B-3

Somewhat poorly drained to well drained soils that are subject to flooding.  Available water capacity is low or very low.  Slopes range from 0 to 6 percent.

Group B-4

Deep and very deep, well and moderately well drained reclaimed mine soils.  Available water capacity is low or very low.  Slopes range from 0 to 25 percent.  The substratum contains a high percentage of rock fragments.  Rooting zone is 20 to 30 inches deep.

Group C - Soils that are normally wet due to high water tables or soils that are saturated during the growing season.

Group C-1

Deep and very deep somewhat poorly drained, poorly drained, and very poorly drained soils.  These soils normally respond well to subsurface drainage.  Slopes range from 0 to 12 percent.

Group C-2

Deep and very deep somewhat poorly drained, poorly drained, and very poorly drained soils.  Effectiveness of subsurface drainage is usually limited by permeability of the subsoil, high amounts of clay in the subsoil, or a fragipan.  Slopes range from 0 to 18 percent.

Group C-3

Somewhat poorly drained, poorly drained, and very poorly drained soils that are subject to flooding.  Available water capacity ranges from moderate to very high.  Slopes range from 0 to 6 percent.

Group D - Soils that are classified as Histosols.

Group D-1

Soils formed entirely or partially in organic material.  Slope is 0 to 2 percent.

Group E - Soils that have a restrictive root zone of less than 20 inches.

Group E-1

Soils that are shallow or very shallow.  Available water capacity is low or very low.  Slopes range from 0 to 25 percent.

Group E-2

Soils that are shallow or very shallow or have a high bulk density and cobbles and stones in the upper 20 inches.  Available water capacity is low or very low.  Slopes range from 25 to 40 percent.

Group E-3

Soils that have a high bulk density and cobbles and stones in the upper 20 inches.  Available water capacity is low or very low.  Slopes range from 0 to 25 percent.

Group F - Soils that restrict root growth of climatically adapted plants to less than 40 inches but greater than 20 inches.

Group F-1

Moderately deep, well and moderately well drained soils.  Slopes range from 0 to 25 percent.

Group F-2

Moderately deep, well and moderately well drained soils.  Slopes range from 25 to 40 percent.

Group F-3

Well and moderately well drained soils that are moderately deep to a fragipan.  Slopes range from 0 to 25 percent.

Group F-4

Well and moderately well drained soils that are moderately deep to a fragipan.  Slopes range from 25 to 40 percent.

Group F-5

Well and moderately well drained soils with high bulk density or high clay content in the subsoil that restrict rooting depth.  Slopes range from 0 to 25 percent.

Group F-6

Well and moderately well drained soils with high bulk density or high clay content in the subsoil that restrict rooting depth.  Slopes range from 25 to 40 percent.

Group F-7

Somewhat poorly drained, poorly drained, and very poorly drained soils with high clay content and very slow permeability in the subsoil that restrict rooting depth.  Slopes range from 0 to 12 percent.

Group G - Soils with unfavorable chemical properties for many climatically adapted plants.

Group G-1

Well and moderately well drained soils that are shallow or moderately deep to toxic spoil from surface mine operations.  Available water capacity is low or very low in the root zone.  Slopes range from 0 to 25 percent.

Group G-2

Well and moderately well drained soils that are shallow or moderately deep to toxic spoil from surface mine operations.  Slopes range from 25 to 40 percent.

Group H - Soils that are toxic or on slopes greater than 40 percent.

Group H-1

Soils that are toxic or on slopes greater than or equal to 40 percent.  Also includes mine land with soil characteristics that prohibit its use for pasture.

