WILDLIFE HABITAT INVENTORY

Land Owner/Operator____________________________________________  

Tract___________________ Field Nos.__________________ 

Completed by __________________________________________ Date________________




Points
EXISTING
PLANNED
Cropland Habitat Index (A)


Residue management (A1)

A1=____
____


No fall tillage; residue undisturbed
10






>50% residue after fall tillage and stalks not chopped or removed
7


20-50% residue after fall tillage or stalks grazed
4


  

Fall tillage leaving < 20% cover
0

Crop rotation/cover (A2)

A2=____
____
  

Row crow/small grain/grass-legume rotation or > 2.5%  winter food plots
6


Row crop/small grain rotation or 0.5 to 2.5% winter food plot
4


Continuous row crop or small grain; no food plots
0

Distance to concealment cover (A3)

A3=____
____


>75% of cropland within 660’ of cover
10


51-75% of cropland within 660’ of cover
6
  

25-50% of cropland within 660’ of cover
4

<25% of cropland within 660’ of cover
0

                                                                                                                         Total Cropland Habitat Index Points (A)= ____                  
____

                                                                                                                                (Maximum Possible Score = 26)

                                                                                                                                             Cropland Habitat Index = A/26 = ____
_____

Grassland Habitat Index (B)


Species composition (B1)

B1=___
____


Many species of several types (CSG, WSG, forbs)
10



2-3 species; predominately grasses or legumes
7



Monotypic CSG (not fescue or brome) or WSG
4



Fescue or smooth brome monotype
0


Management (B2)

B2=___
____



Not mowed/grazed between May 1 and July15 every year
7


Mowing/grazing between May 1 and July 15 < 50% of the time
4


Mowed/grazed between May 1 and July 15 every year
0

Distance to concealment cover (B3)

B3=____
____

>75% of grassland within 660’ of cover
7


25-75% of grassland within 660’ of cover
4

  

<25% of grassland within 660’ of cover
0

Grazing or Mowing Pressure (B4)

B4=____
____



> 6 inches minimum mowing or grazing height
7



3 – 6 inches minimum mowing or grazing height
4



< 3 inches mowing or grazing height
0

                                                                                                                              Total Grassland Habitat Index Points (B)= ____                  
____

                                                                                                                                (Maximum Possible Score = 31)

                                                                                                                                             Grassland Habitat Index = B/31 = ____
_____

Shrub – Old Field Habitat Index (C)


Species composition (C1)

C1=____
____



Many species of varied types (native grasses, forbs, shrubs)
8



Few species or only one type
4



Limited species of only one type; primarily introduced species
1

Woody invasion (C2)

C2=____
____



>10 and < 50% cover of woody species (trees, shrubs, brambles)
8


5 – 10% cover of woody species
4


< 5% cover of woody species
0

                                                                                                                              Total Old Field Habitat Index Points (C)= ____                  
____

                                                                                                                                (Maximum Possible Score = 16)

                                                                                                                                            Old Field Habitat Index = C/16 = ____
_____




Points
EXISTING
PLANNED
Woodland Habitat Index (D)


Grazing (D1)

D1=____
____



Ungrazed
6



Actively grazed
0


Species composition (D2)

D2=___
____



> 7 species common and several size classes
10


3-7 species common and/or only one size class present
6


< 3 species common and only one size class present
3


Snags and cavity trees (D3)

D3=____
____



> 4 snags or cavity trees per acre
8



2-4 snags or cavity trees per acre
6



<2 snags or cavity trees per acre
2



No snags or cavity trees present
0


Connectivity (D4)

D4=____
____



Contiguous >30 acres; connected to other woodland
8


Contiguous 10 – 30 acres; connected OR > 40 acres not connected
4



Contiguous < 10 acres and not connected
1

                                                                                                                               Total Woodland Habitat Index Points (D)= ____                  
____

                                                                                                                                (Maximum Possible Score = 32)

                                                                                                                                             Woodland Habitat Index = D/32 = ____
_____

Wetland Habitat Index (E)


Ponding or flooding frequency (E1)

E1=____
____



> 4 months per year (depressional) or at full bank flow (stream)
10



1-4 months per year (depressional) or over bank flow 2+ times per year (stream)
7



< 1month per year (depressional) or over bank flow annually (stream)
3



<15 days per year (depressional) or over bank flow less than annually (stream)
1


Vegetation (E2)

E2=____
____



Primarily woody or emergent vegetation; numerous species
10



<50% woody or emergent vegetation; limited diversity
7



Primarily cool season grasses and annual forbs
4


Frequently cropped wetlands
1

Protection (E3)

E3=____
____



Permanent vegetated buffer > 50 feet; no grazing or wildfire
6



No grazing or wildfire; buffer <50 feet
4



Grazing or wildfire allowed; no buffer present
1

                                                                                                                                Total Wetland Habitat Index Points (E)= ____                  
____

                                                                                                                                (Maximum Possible Score = 26)

                                                                                                                                             Grassland Habitat Index = E/26 = ____
_____

	SCORE

	

	EXISTING CONDITIONS

	

	Habitat

Type
	Habitat

Score
	
	Acres
	
	Weighted

Score
	Tract

Score

	Cropland
	____
	X
	_____
	=
	______
	

	Grassland
	____
	X
	_____
	=
	______
	 Total Weighted Score

	Old Field
	____
	X
	_____
	=
	______
	------------------------------   =  -------- =  

	Woodland
	____
	X
	_____
	=
	______
	Total Acres Evaluated

	Wetland
	____
	X
	_____
	=
	______
	

	Totals
	
	
	_____
	
	______
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	Habitat

Type
	Habitat

Score
	
	Acres
	
	Weighted

Score
	Tract

Score

	Cropland
	____
	X
	_____
	=
	______
	

	Grassland
	____
	X
	_____
	=
	______
	 Total Weighted Score

	Old Field
	____
	X
	_____
	=
	______
	------------------------------   =  -------- =  

	Woodland
	____
	X
	_____
	=
	______
	Total Acres Evaluated

	Wetland
	____
	X
	_____
	=
	______
	

	Totals
	
	
	_____
	
	______
	


