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Definition

A food plot is an annual or perennial planting of grass, legumes or other forbs to provide food for a variety of wildlife.

Purpose

Food plots add plant diversity, food and cover to the landscape. They are particularly useful where winter food supplies for a variety of wildlife are not adequately supplied by existing cover or land uses. 

Planning Considerations

· Food plots may be planned to meet the needs of a particular species or to be of value to a wide variety of species.
· Annual food plots should be planned only where there is sufficient winter cover to meet the needs of the desired wildlife species.
· Consideration should be given to the availability of suitable food from other sources such as waste grain; crops left standing or naturally occurring seeds or berries.
Requirements

Size

· no more than 0.5 acre of food plot per 20 acres of grass or other winter cover

· generally 1 to 5 acres; 0.25 acres minimum, if needed; 5 acre maximum; use multiple plots for large areas

· blocks or circles preferred over narrow strips or linear arrangements; minimum width is 50 feet

Location

· should be adjacent to good quality, low (shrubby or herbaceous) winter cover; no further than 0.25 miles from cover

· if avian predators are a concern, do not place near woodlots, fencerows or other tall cover; locate at least 100 feet away from trees greater than 20 feet tall

· locate on the windward side (generally north and west) of the winter cover

· should be on the least erodible part of the field, if possible

Establishment

· cover provided must control erosion within acceptable limits; use no-till, reduced tillage or contours as needed

· if plots are moved or discontinued, establish cover adequate to control erosion and provide wildlife benefits

· if needed, fertilize at 50-75% of the recommended rate for the selected species; add lime only if pH is very low

· drill or plant into firm seedbed or broadcast over established seed bed with light discing/cultipacking

· establish early enough to ensure mature plants before winter

Operation and Maintenance

· weed control shall be the minimum necessary to control excessive competition or significant noxious weed presence; allow desirable species such as barnyard grass, common ragweed, foxtail or lambs quarters which provide additional seed and cover

· protect from livestock grazing, fire, mowing or herbicide application which would diminish food value

· food plots may be maintained in one spot or rotated around the area; if rotated, requirements for establishment and location must be followed for each newly established plot

· food plots may remain undisturbed for two winters if enough grain and weed seeds are available the second winter

· if multiple plots are used, allow alternate plantings between the plots each year; single plots may have alternating halves, with half planted each year while the remainder grows to annual weeds

Specifications

Site-specific specifications are listed on the specifications sheet. Additional provisions are entered on the job sketch sheet. Specifications are prepared in accordance with the NRCS Field Office Technical Guide. See practice standard Wildlife Upland Habitat Management (645).

Recommended Species

	Species
	Seeding

Rate
	Wildlife Uses
	Planting

 Date
	Availability

	Corn, sorghum
	10-15 lbs./ac.
	pheasants, quail, doves, turkey, grouse, songbirds, rabbits, deer, squirrels
	April 15 -June 1
	fall and winter

	Millets
	18-20 lbs./ac.
	waterfowl
	April 15 - June 1
	fall

	Buckwheat
	25-30 lbs./ac.
	waterfowl, pheasants, quail, dove, grouse, deer
	June 1 – August 1
	summer and fall

until first frost

	Sunflowers
	5-10 lbs./ac.
	pheasants, dove, waterfowl, songbirds
	May 1 – July 1
	fall and winter

	Soybeans
	50-60 lbs./ac.
	pheasants, dove, deer
	May 15 – June 15
	fall

	ODNR mix
	30 lbs./ac.
	pheasant, songbirds, quail, waterfowl, dove, grouse
	May 15 – June 15
	fall and winter


Except for the ODNR mix, these rates are given as pure stands; they should be reduced accordingly for mixed stands. These rates are based on drilling/planting; they should be increased 25-50% for broadcast seedings.

Wildlife Food Plot – Specifications Sheet                                                    CP12      
Landowner__________________________________________________ Date_____________

Prepared By__________________________________________________________________

Tract Number___________ Field Numbers___________________Total Acres______________

Species Selection

Prior Herbicide Use (Type/Year)___________________________________________________

(Herbicide carryover should be considered when selecting food plot species.)

	Species


	Strain or Variety
	(1)

Seeding Rate

Bulk lbs./ac.


	(2)

Acres to be seeded
	(1 X 2)

Total bulk pounds needed

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Specific Recommendations
Planting Date ________________________    Companion Crop _________________________

Seedbed Preparation Method ____________________________________________________

Seeding Method _______________________________________________________________

Lime-Fertilizer ________________________________________________________________

Additional Operation and Maintenance __________________________________

_________________________________________________________________
Signatures (optional-sign only if program requires)

Participant____________________________________________________________________

NRCS_______________________________________________________________________

Farm Services Agency__________________________________________________________

SWCD_______________________________________________________________________

Wildlife Food Plot – Job Sketch or Map                                                        CP12      
An aerial view or, if needed, an aerial photo of the area to be seeded to a wildlife food plot can be shown below. Other relevant information, such as complimentary practices, and adjacent field or tract conditions including structures and crop/cover type, and additional specifications may be included.
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The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or familial status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternate means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue SW, Washington, DC, 20250-9410, or call (202) 720-5964 (voice and TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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