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	Farm #:      
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Description

The purpose of this practice is to remove nutrients, sediment, organic matter, pesticides, and other pollutants from surface runoff and subsurface flow by deposition, absorption, plant uptake, denitrification, and other processes. This will reduce pollution and help protect surface water and subsurface water quality while enhancing the ecosystem of the water body.
Practice Requirements
Vegetation shall have been established according to standards and specifications for one of the following practices in the local NRCS Field Office Technical Guide (FOTG): Filter Strip (practice code 393), Conservation Cover (practice code 327) or Riparian Herbaceous Cover (practice code 390). This job sheet is for acreage where cover is already established and is being re-enrolled. NRCS has inspected the practice and determined whether any actions are needed to ensure the filter strip will function as intended. The specifications page indicates whether any repair or re-seeding is necessary. 
The required CRP practice cover shall be maintained and managed for a period of not less than an additional 10 years. All provisions of the CRP-1 contract Appendix will be followed for the life of the contract. In addition, the cover maintained and managed will meet the requirements of the CRP practice as well the NRCS technical practice.
The practice shall reduce nutrients, sediment, organic matter, pesticides and other pollutants to the water body adjacent to the filter strip.

Sludge, manure or other agricultural by-products may not be applied to the CRP filter strips. 
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The cover shall be maintained for the life of the contract. Disturbance or alteration of the cover is allowed only if it is included in the conservation plan and authorized by the FSA County Committee.

The enrolled area shall not be harvested or grazed by domestic livestock for the life of the contract unless grazing is incidental to normal gleaning of crop residue in the field. Additional restrictions apply to incidental grazing; check with local FSA office before grazing.
 Maintenance after Establishment
Maintain the cover to provide adequate erosion control, comply with noxious weed laws and control undesirable plants species, insects or rodents that negatively affect the CRP cover or adjacent lands.
Maintenance activities (including mowing) are only allowed between July 16 and February 28 (outside the primary nesting and brood-rearing season) unless the FSA County Committee has approved maintenance activity during the nesting season prior to the activity taking place.

Scout fields in May to early June to identify problems such as thistle, johnsongrass, other noxious weeds or trees. These may need treatment to control.

Spot treatment necessary to control noxious weeds or pests that will damage the CRP cover may be allowed during the primary nesting season (March 1 to July 15) if: it is limited to the affected area of the field; the method used shall be the least damaging to nesting wildlife and habitat; and it is approved beforehand by the FSA County Committee. 
Periodic mowing, mowing for cosmetic purposes and annual mowing for generic weed control are prohibited. In order to maintain a grass cover, mowing may be necessary to control unwanted woody plant invasion. Typically, mowing every 2 to 3 years will control woody vegetation. Mowing for this purpose may not be done annually. 

Mow no shorter than 8 inches for native grasses. Mowing shorter than 8 inches will damage or kill the warm season grasses and promote cool season grasses. Mow no shorter than 4 inches for introduced grasses. Do not mow after August 20 in order to allow regrowth for winter cover.  

If prescribed burning is to be used, it must be conducted in accordance with an approved burn plan and all applicable state or local regulations.

Mid-Contract Management

Effective with the 2002 Farm Bill, new and re-enrolled CRP participants are required to perform management activities as part of their approved conservation plan. The activities scheduled are site specific and will ensure plant diversity, wildlife habitat and protection of soil and water resources. Management activities that will ensure these benefits in conservation cover include prescribed burning (with an approved burn plan), light disking, spraying and interseeding of forbs. Mowing is generally an inadequate means of disturbance for the desired habitat, except as needed to facilitate prescribed burning or light disking. Light disking in the late summer or fall is especially effective for maintaining desirable habitat. 
 Implementation of mid-contract management will be administered by the Farm Service Agency. All management activities must be performed according to CRP policy. An evaluation of the stand will be made during the 4th year of the contract. At that time a separate mid-contract specifications sheet may be developed. Practices planned as a result of that evaluation will be completed before the end of the 6thyear of the contract. The currently planned mid-contract practices are shown below. However, depending on the results of the evaluation done in year 4 of the contract, a different option may be selected. It is possible that the evaluation will indicate no need for mid-contract management practices.
Specifications

Specifications for needed actions are on the following page.
SPECIFICATIONS
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No repair needed. Continue to maintain filter strip according to job sheet.

	

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Sections of the filter strip need reseeded. Areas needing reseeding are indicated on plan map or identified in field. The following specifications shall be used for areas reseeded

	Seeding Establishment 

	Species to Plant
	Rate (lbs/ac)
	

	     
	     
	Lime (Tons/Ac)
	     

	     
	     
	N (Lbs/Ac)
	     

	     
	     
	P2O5 (Lbs/Ac)
	     

	     
	     
	K2O (Lbs/Ac)
	     

	     
	     
	
	

	Site Preparation

Prepare firm shallow (1-2 Inches) seedbed or no till. Apply lime and fertilizer according to recommendations. To prepare a shallow seedbed use a disk set at about 2 inches deep and cultipack or pull a drag harrow behind the disk.

Planting Method(s)

Drill  FORMCHECKBOX 
      inches deep uniformly or Broadcast  FORMCHECKBOX 
 grass and/or legumes seed. Establish stand of vegetation according to recommended seeding rate.

If the seed is broadcast, broadcast at 1/2 the rate and do 2 applications to achieve a more uniform coverage. After broadcasting the seed use a cultipacker or drag harrow to firm the seed into the seedbed prior to mulching.

	Comments:      



	Mid-Contract Management

	Starting in year:                                                      

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Light disk/chisel      
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Prescribed burning

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Herbicide      
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Interseeding      

	Note: An evaluation of the stand will be made no earlier than the 4th year of the contract. At that time a separate mid-contract specifications sheet shall be developed.
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