
[image: image1.png]


[image: image3.png]The Natural Resources Conservation Service provides leadership in a partnership effort to help people
conserve, maintain, and improve our natural resources and environment.

An Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer



  
Ohio - Natural Resources Conservation Service           August 2014
	For:      
	Farm #:      

	Field(s):      
	Tract #:      

	Planned By:      
	Date:      


Description

The purposes of this practice are to:

· Reduce cropland erosion below soil loss tolerance 
· Enhance wildlife habitat on the designated area
The purposes are accomplished by establishing one or more rows of trees or shrubs in a way that will reduce wind velocities so that excessive erosion is prevented. Wildlife habitat is improved by planting trees and shrubs that provide food, nesting cover and winter cover for wildlife found in the area.
Practice Requirements
The field windbreak originally may have been established in accordance with the Windbreak Establishment (code 392) or Windbreak/ Shelterbelt Establishment (380) standard in the local NRCS Field Office Technical Guide (FOTG). This job sheet is for acreage where the CP5A practice cover is already established and is being re-enrolled. NRCS has inspected the practice and determined whether any actions are needed to ensure the field windbreak will function as intended. 
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The required CRP practice cover shall be maintained and managed for a period of not less than an additional 10-15 years. All provisions of the CRP-1 contract Appendix will be followed for the life of the contract. In addition, the field windbreak will meet the requirements and purposes of the CRP practice and the current NRCS technical practice standard, Windbreak/Shelterbelt Establishment (code 380).
The cover shall be maintained for the life of the contract. Disturbance or alteration of the cover is allowed only if it is included in the conservation plan and authorized by the FSA County Committee.

The enrolled area shall not be harvested or grazed by domestic livestock for the life of the contract.

Maintenance 
Maintain the vegetative cover to provide adequate erosion control, comply with noxious weed laws and control undesirable plant species, insects or rodents that negatively affect the CRP cover or adjacent lands.

· Maintenance activities are only allowed between July 16 and February 28 (outside the primary nesting and brood-rearing season) unless the FSA County Committee has approved maintenance activity during the nesting season prior to the activity taking place.

· Spot treatment necessary to control pests that will damage the CRP cover may be allowed during the primary nesting season (March 1 to July 15) if: it is limited to the affected area of the windbreak; the method used shall be least damaging to nesting wildlife and habitat; and it is approved beforehand by the FSA County Committee. 
· Periodic mowing, mowing for cosmetic purposes and annual mowing for generic weed control are prohibited. 
· Inspect the trees and shrubs periodically to determine if there is damage from pests, competing vegetation, herbicides or other sources.
· Replace dead trees or shrubs if necessary to maintain windbreak density.

· Control pests if present through the use of repellents, elimination, tree protectors or reduction of cover (tall grass).

· Control competing vegetation through spraying of labeled materials or other means as necessary. Mowing or tillage to reduce competition should be used with caution to avoid damage to trees or shrubs.
· As the windbreak matures thin trees if necessary to maintain its function. Eliminate forks and multiple leaders.

·  Protect trees from pesticide drift.


Mid-Contract Management

Effective with the 2002 Farm Bill, new and re-enrolled CRP participants are required to perform management activities as part of their approved conservation plan. The activities scheduled are site specific and will ensure plant diversity, wildlife habitat and protection of soil and water resources. Although field windbreaks may rarely need mid-contract management activities to ensure these benefits, the practice will be evaluated for mid-contract management needs at the appropriate time. It is possible that activities such as spraying, interplanting or thinning may be needed to improve the practice.
Implementation of mid-contract management will be administered by the Farm Service Agency. All management activities must be performed according to CRP policy. An evaluation of the stand will be made during the 4th year of the contract. At that time a separate mid-contract specifications sheet may be developed. Practices planned as a result of that evaluation will be completed before the end of the 6thyear of the contract. Depending on the results of the evaluation done in year 4 of the contract, appropriate options will be identified. It is possible that the evaluation will indicate no need for mid-contract management practices.
Specifications
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No repair needed. Continue to maintain field windbreak according to job sheet.

	

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Sections of the field windbreak need tree replacement or other work as described below. Areas needing replanting are indicated on plan map or identified in field. The following specifications shall be used for areas replanted or repaired.
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