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Description

The purposes of this practice are to:

· Convey runoff from water concentrations without causing erosion or flooding 
· Improve water quality
The purposes are accomplished by constructing or maintaining a shaped channel, establishing a grass cover and providing a stable outlet. The channel conveys the water in a controlled manner. The grass cover protects the soil from erosion and traps some sediment present in the water. The practice improves water quality by reducing the amount of sediment transported off site.
Practice Requirements
The grass waterway originally shall have been constructed and vegetation shall have been established in accordance with the Grassed Waterway (practice code 412) standard in the local Field Office Technical Guide (FOTG). This job sheet is for acreage where the practice is already established and is being re-enrolled. NRCS has inspected the practice and determined whether any actions are needed to ensure the grass waterway will function as intended. If repair (shaping, re-seeding, etc.) due to normal damage beyond the participant’s control is necessary, this job sheet will specify what actions are needed. If complete reconstruction is necessary, a separate job sheet may be prepared with new design information. 
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The required CRP practice cover shall be established and maintained for a period of not less than an additional 10 years. All provisions of the CRP-1 contract Appendix will be followed for the life of the contract. In addition, the grass waterway will meet the requirements and purposes of the CRP practice and the current NRCS technical practice standard.
The cover shall be maintained for the life of the contract. Disturbance or alteration of the cover is allowed only if it is included in the conservation plan and authorized by the FSA County Committee.

The enrolled area shall not be harvested or grazed by domestic livestock for the life of the contract unless grazing is incidental to the normal gleaning of the crop residue in the field.

Maintenance 
Vegetative Cover Maintain the vegetative cover to provide adequate erosion control, comply with noxious weed laws and control undesirable plant species, insects or rodents that negatively affect the CRP cover or adjacent lands.

· Maintenance activities are only allowed between July 16 and February 28 (outside the primary nesting and brood-rearing season) unless the FSA County Committee has approved maintenance activity during the nesting season prior to the activity taking place.

· Spot treatment necessary to control pests that will damage the CRP cover may be allowed during the primary nesting season (March 1 to July 15) if: it is limited to the affected area of the field; the method used shall be least damaging to nesting wildlife and habitat; and it is approved beforehand by the FSA County Committee. 
· Periodic mowing, mowing for cosmetic purposes and annual mowing for generic weed control are prohibited. 
· Mow to maintain a dense vigorous stand; this prevents cutting in the waterway and ensures design capacity is met. Fertilize as needed to maintain a good stand of grass.
Other Maintain the capacity of the channel to convey water as planned. Protect the channel from damage and manage adjacent land to improve effectiveness of waterway.
· Tillage and row direction should be perpendicular to the grass waterway to allow surface drainage into the waterway and to prevent flows along edges.

· Provide stabilized machinery crossings, where needed, to prevent rutting of the waterway.

· Do not use the waterway as a travel lane.

· Protect vegetation from direct herbicide sprays and use plant species tolerant of chemicals used.

· Exclude livestock during wet periods to minimize damage to the vegetation.

· Do not apply manure in the grassed waterway area.  The setback for surface manure applications is 33 feet from the top edge of the grassed waterway width.  The setback for manure injected or incorporated is at the top edge of the grassed waterway width.

· 
The grass waterway outlet should be kept as wide and shallow as possible to slow the velocity of water, increase infiltration, and spread flows evenly across a wide area when entering a vegetated filter.

· If the practice includes a grade stabilization structure at the outlet, maintain the structure according to the operation and maintenance plan.

· Check and repair, as needed, subsurface drains installed to carry base flows and drain the bottom of the waterway. Ensure animal guards are in place.
· Maintain the original width, depth and shape of the waterway.

· Inspect the grass waterway regularly, especially following heavy rains. Repair areas damaged by erosion, pests, or other problems as soon as possible. Remove sediment deposits or debris.
· Check the seeding at least annually and reseed any areas where there is inadequate cover.
Mid-Contract Management

This practice has been exempted from CRP mid-contract management requirements.
Specifications
Specifications for needed actions are on the following page.

Specifications
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No repair needed. Continue to maintain grass waterway according to job sheet.

	

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Sections of the grass waterway need reseeded. Areas needing reseeding are indicated on plan map or identified in field. The following specifications shall be used for areas reseeded

	Seeding Establishment 

	Species to Plant
	Rate (lbs/ac)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Seed a small grain companion crop of       at       pounds per acre.

	     
	     
	

	     
	     
	

	     
	     
	

	Mulch Type

      

	Rate (Tons/Ac)

     

	Mulch Anchoring Type      

	Lime (Tons/Ac)
	     

	
	
	
	N (Lbs/Ac)
	     

	
	
	
	P2O5 (Lbs/Ac)
	     

	
	
	
	K2O (Lbs/Ac)
	     

	Site Preparation

Prepare firm shallow (1-2 Inches) seedbed or no till. Apply lime and fertilizer according to recommendations. To prepare a shallow seedbed use a disk set at about 2 inches deep and cultipack or pull a drag harrow behind the disk.

Planting Method(s)

Drill  FORMCHECKBOX 
      inches deep uniformly or Broadcast  FORMCHECKBOX 
 grass and/or legumes seed. Establish stand of vegetation according to recommended seeding rate.

If the seed is broadcast, broadcast at 1/2 the rate and do 2 applications to achieve a more uniform coverage. After broadcasting the seed use a cultipacker or drag harrow to firm the seed into the seedbed prior to mulching.

If drilling the seed, drill across the width of the waterway as opposed to parallel to the length of the waterway.  This provides better erosion control within the waterway.

	Comments:      


	

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Sections of the grass waterway need repair to establish original configuration. Areas needing repair are indicated on plan map or identified in field. 

· The channel shall be worked to restore the original depth, width and shape. 
· Fill and compact gullied or eroded areas.
· Remove accumulated sediment.
· Repair blowouts or other tile breaks.

· All areas where earthwork is done shall be re-seeded using the specifications above.

	Comments:      
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