MAKING THE CONSERVYATION FARM POND
SUITABLE FOR FISH PRODUCTILION

Farm ponds will produce more
fish when designed with spe-
cial attention to the water
supply, depth and outlets.

WATER SUPPLY

Most ponds in Oklahoma are dependent on runoff water. A suitable watershed is es-
sential. The watershed should provide only enough runoff to fill the pond and re-
plenish that lost to use, seepage and evaporation. Extra water through the pond
will reduce its fertility and cut fish production. A silt basin or desilting area

and a diversion at the pond inlet will help control excessive flow and silting in
the pona.
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Shallow water around a pond favors weea growth and protects too many small fish from
the hass. An abrupt!y slooing (3 to i) shoreiine
prevent this trouble if the water level
periods of

into 2 feet of water is enough to

doesn't change much. Where there are long
low water this steep shoreline should go deeper than 2 feet.
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A drain pipe provides 2 means of regulating the w~ater iz2vel “or
noxioys waterweed control, The arain should be capable of
about four dayse
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A drawdown pipe reduces the outflow from the vegetated spillway, redycing spillway
maintenance and fish losses. The entrance to the drawdown pipe should be shielded
so that the discharging water enters the pipe from a depth of aboyt 6 ft, Bottom
water is lower in fertility and oxygen content.ﬁ - ‘

Trees, shrubs, and debris should be ranoveddfrom the basin and nnuediate shorellne,
leaving only enough trees for shade,

enc1ng is needed where llvestock may muddy the water.
growth and reproduction. it also.makes fertilizer |neffectlve.’
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for further information and detailed technical assistance consult your local Soil
Conservation District.
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