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NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE 

CONSERVATION PRACTICE GENERAL SPECIFICATIONS 

SURFACE DRAINAGE, FIELD DITCH 
(Ft.) 

CODE 607 

CONSTRUCTION SPECIFICATIONS 
All work will be performed in a workmanlike manner.  The entire cross section of the channel and spoil 
will be smooth and uniform to the extent that regular farming operations may be carried out. 

Site Preparation.  The area to be excavated or occupied by the spoil shall be cleared of trees, brush, 
and other debris.  The cleared debris shall be removed outside the construction area.  Trees, brush, 
and stumps within the area of excavation shall be grubbed to the extent that roots and stumps will not 
interfere with the operation and maintenance of the ditch.  Trees, brush, and stumps in the area 
occupied by the spoil will be removed by grubbing or by cutting low enough that they will not unduly 
interfere with normal farming operations. 

Excavation.  The ditches shall be constructed to the specified dimensions and grade lines shown on 
the drawings.  Highs or blocks of 0.1 feet for a continuous distance of not more than 100 feet will be 
allowed in the channel profile. 

Spoil Placement.  The spoil shall be shaped and spread as shown on the drawings or as specified in 
the field.  The spoil shall be spread on the downhill side of the channel and insofar as practical to a 
height of no more than 0.5 feet.  The channel-to-channel distance between a double field ditch should 
be at least 75 feet to provide space for spreading the spoil.
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