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Tachnicel Cuide DALIGE SITE DESCSRIPTIOWN Data

Area 2, Texas PE 29.31 approvad by:

1. PHUYSIOGRAPUIC PEATURES: This site consist of nearly level areas in playa
bottoms. Olopas‘are plane to concave and are cormonly less than 0.5 perceat.
Zlevations raaps from about 3000 feet to about 4330 faet.

2. G0IL3:

a. Thesz arz deep, somevhat poorly drcined, wvery slouly permeable,
aous clay soils. IJater anters the seil rapidly wvhen dry and
cracked, aad wvary clovly tthen wet. The water holding capacity is
high. Ths natural fertility is high. The root zonz 1s restricted
due to the dense cloyey textures.

b. Lizajor soll associated with this site:
Dandall G: Lipan G: ilass G

c. opacific Site Location.
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4, OLIiAL VEGRTATICI:

a. Tha clima: plant cormunity varies considarably among playa lakes
and is dependent upon size inundation period, aad available runoff.
llowravar, sthe climax plant commmaity is dowminated by short and nid-
srasses, sedges and forbs. Tha smaller lalies in many casas primarily
support stands of wastern vheatgrass vhile others that have long periods
of inundation primevily support sadges aad rushes. Segill other
lakebed areas support 10-12 speciess, many of vhich may be annuals.
4reas supporting the larga variaty of vegatation are usually tha lazper
lal:abada.
NEILATIVE PERSEIT OF TOTAL PLAIT COLIANTITY (Alr-dey weight)
Grasses, Sedres T75% Forbs 25%
western vheatyrass ) smartuvead 10
spike sedeoes } 60 arrowvhioad )
uffalocrass slimleaf goosefoot ) 15
buffalog 10 Limleaf ¢
blue myarn 5 bazlpod eveailns primrosaz )
Imotorass T buz ramreed T
vina masquite T kaochia T
rushes T fleabana T
he &s recrogression occurs on aveas with recont dry wvater ragine,
short prasses such 25 buffalogross and Lblue crams increass dramaticelly.
fmnual rrasses such as little barley, berayazd grass, aad O waeks fescue
invada the site with a varicsty of forbs.
Shangas in vegetation caussed by prolenged flocding are a discppearance
of buffalosrass aad blue prama, o severc docrasase in wastern whastorasa,
and o dramatic increase in thz percentona of sedres and rushes.
Taren all the water evaporates following a perlod of prolomred flooding,
thie sadnes zad rushes decrzase rapldly and irestern vheatgrass increases
repldly. Under continued dey conditions buffalo-ross and blue craua
lacraagsa slowrly.
Plant composition and produstlon on this sita is morz dependent on
available moistuvre, rainfall and runoff acecuwmlation rather than
crazine prassure.
£l

The aanual yields vary widely from year to y2ar snd are depandeat on
avallable runoff watar. Approxiuats total znnual yields of this sits in
axcellent condition rangas from 500 pounds in dry years to as much as
5,000 pounds, depeadias on iuundnigion or ideal wmoiscura for foraza
produetion.
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5. CTILDLIFZ ADAPTED TO TURZ SITZ: This sita is inhebited by euail, dove,

and pheazant. Jhen fleedel, shorabirds and wi-rotory tmterfowl frequent this
sits, 1'ast of tha forbs on this sites produce food aad limited cover’ for
these spacisa.

G. DSOTHOTIC AID DELATED VALUZ3: Pinl: flowers of tha smartweed can add
considerzbla color to lakebads durtmg the Spring whon adequata moisture is
available. Also whitz [lovers of arrowhead cam add color to these areas.
Often livestock can be secen standing in cthe water prazimp various plants.
During the Fall, many times mipratery waterfoul can be scen using these

lokes as rast stops on thelr way Soutl.

7.  UYDROLOGIC CHARASTERISTICS: (Then wat, thsse soils have very slow
infiltratien and transmission rates. These soils receive runoff from surroundin:
uplands. Thera 15 no runoff frem those depressaed areas. They are sasonably

wet aad some areas are inundatad for lemg parlods follewins rains. Theses

soils are in wind ercdibility greup &. They arc moderataly suceptible to seil

bloving.

C. GUIDZE TC ITUITIAL STOCKIIIG SATL:

Perceat
a. Condition Tlass Clirax Vagatation Acres/{JfYear long
Excellaat 76-100 0-10
Pair 51-75 80=20
Pair 20650 Oml
Poor 0=25 52

RILATIVE FOLAGT QUALITY OF SPECIGS 1/

a. For cattlaz:

P??ﬂ“ft_if - Secondaxy 3/ Low Value &f
wagtern vhzatorass suartizead perennial thtegamm
blue czema kochia " arrowhead
buffelo-rass tealipod aveing prisrose bur rapuced
Lpotyrass slimleaf zoesefoot Elaabane

sedras buffalo~buw

rushes annugl gragses and

forbs
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Lalkebad P2 29-31 b

b. Tor Dove, Jucil, Phaasant 3/

buffalo~hux vine masquite perenndal threeawn

knotrerass . sadrses rushes

bur rariraad : smarcvead blue prama

anmal waad zaed Lochia buffalosrass
varayard grass restern theatgrass
Szalipod ovening primrose arrovhead

slimlecaf poosefoot

c. For migratory watazfor 5/

smartirzad alpaz and other most ~rasses
slimleai ~oosefoot muatic vercetation

barayard -rass rushas

arroiihzad

This racing system provides peneral suldance as teo animal preference for
plant specizs. It also indicates competition betveen kinds of animmls for
the wvarious plants. Grazing prefereace changes from time to time and place
to place dependin: upon the animal, plant palatability and nutritive

valuz: stoge of crouth and season of usz, relativa abundance, and
essoclatad plants. CGrazing preference does not necessarily veflect the
place of a nlaut in the ranse ecosystam,

anarelly decreas:z uider prolonged hzavy grazing.

L

Thase plants usually increasa initlally, then decre 2se under prolongad hsawy

Thase plaais continua to inersase wvith Leavy grazing usa.
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