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Land lesource Areas Hizh Plains

TIPOGRAPHY AiID ELEVATION: This range site occurs on level to gently
slosing plains, intersnersed with olaya lake basins. ©5Slopes range from
level to 5 percent, with the majority of the sloses toward playas of
shallow draws. Elevation ranges from 2500 to 3800 feet.

SOILLG:

a. These soils arz mostly deep fine sandy loams that take in water at a
moderately rapid rate. A small part ot these soils have layers of
hardened caliche at depths less than 20 inches. They are moderately
suscentible to wind erosion when unvegetated,.

b. fome soil taxonomic units which characterize this site are: Amarillo
fine sandy loam, Zita fine sandy loam, Arvana fine sandy loam, Sharvana
fine sandy loam, Lubboclk fine sandy loam, Lofton fine sandy loam,
biidessa fine sandy loam, Springer fine sandy loam, and iiiles fine
sandy loarm.

c. Opecific site location:

CLINATE = Sece Field Dffice Climatic Description

CLIMLAY VEGETATIOI:

—_——

a. The climax nlant community is a mid and short grass prairie. The site
aroduces very little woody vegetation. A good variety of forbs pree
sents a desirabls balance of native vegetation.
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Jelative Percentarce

Grasses 95% TForbs 5% ifoody T
Dlack grama | Gaura species Zphedra

Blue grama ! 35 Dotted gayfeather Catclaw
Sideoats grama 15 Dalea species Yucca

Arizona cottonton 10 Catclaw sensitivebriar Sand sagebrush
Plains bristlegrass 5 Trailing ratany

Duffalograss 10 Jenothera saecies

Feathery bluestem 5

Sand dropseed I-10

Hooded windmillgrass !

Threeawvms 5

Tine-necscuite 5

b. Under continuous heavy grazing use, blue grama, sideocats grama, Ari-
zona cottontos, and slains bristlegrass are renlaced by buffalograss,
silver bluesten, sand dropseed, threeaims and hooded windmillgrass.
As further deterioration cccurs, catclaw, broom snalievreed, gurmy
loveprass and various annuals invade this site. llesquite invades the
site quickly in lower condition and can form a dense canopy.

c. Total annual alr-dry forage yield in excelleat condition varies from
1400 to 2800 pounds ner acre, depending on rainiall.

5. WILDLIFE IIATIVZ T3 THE SITE: The site in inhabited by dove, quail, rabbits
and antelope. The site is favored by prairie chicken for booming grounds.
Several of the grasses, such as sideoats grama, plains bristlegrass, sro=
vide good cover and food for game birds and animals. 2Zscape cover for
deor is inadecuzte sinece the site produces little woody vegetation., There
arc a linited nuuber of climax forbs on the site also wvhiclh are used by
birds and small gane.

G. ALISTHITIC AI'D RTLATED VALUZIS: This mid and short grass orairie is almost
totally grassland vegetation climax. It is well suited to livestock gra-
zing but has little aesthetic benefit, A few colorful forbs can be secen
in sumner if pood rains are received.

7. HYDROLOGIC CHARACTERISTICS: OCurface runoff is slov to medium depending
on slope and moisture content of the goil. The surface 5 to 11 inches
take in water quite rapidly but the subsoil is moderately permeable.
Then the surface is wet, runoff occurs. They are subject to moderate
water erosion dawage wvhen overgrazed or cultivated.
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8. GUIDEZ TO TITITIAL STOCHIIIG RATE:

8. GCondition Class
Excellent
Good
Fair
2oor

be Seaded Arecast

All seediags AG/AU/SYL

Percentage

Clima Tepetation ACSAUSYL
75 = 100 16 = 22
51 = 75 20 - 30
26 = 50 26 = 40
0 = 25 384

Parcent Ground Cover
130 = 76 75 = 51
1"& = 13 13 - 26

9. ZICIATIVE FORAGE VALUT OF SPECIES:

a., Cattle:
RILARY®
3luc grame.
Sideoats grama
?lains bristlegrass
Arizona cottontop
Hooded windwillsrass
duifalograss

b. Antelone:
Gaura species
Dotted gayifzather
Ephoedra
Annual forbs

cs Dove, Cucil, and Mrairie

CEZCOLIDARY*

Black grama
Sand dropseed
Silver bluestem

Hooded windmillgrass
3lacl: prama

=
Ragreed

Chicl:an?

PR LLARYR T SZCOLIDAR Yo
Plaine bristlegrass Dropseeds
Tanicum Sideoats grama
Croton

Zasnalum

Ragwecd

MAY 30 1379

50 - 25 25 - 0
26 = 35 3>+

LJUI VALUS®
Red thresavm
Annuals

isouite
Other grasses

LT TALUH®
Threcatms
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