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Definition

Conservation crop rotation is the practice of growing crops in a planned, re-occurring sequence on the same field

Purposes

Conservation crop rotation may be applied as part of a conservation management system to accomplish one or more of the following:

· Reduce water erosion

· Reduce wind erosion

· Maintain or increase soil organic matter and soil tilth

· Manage the balance of plant nutrients

· Improve water use efficiency 

· Manage plant pests (weeds, insects and diseases)

· Provide food for domestic livestock

· Provide food and cover for wildlife

Where used

Conservation crop rotation can be used on all cropland and other land where crops are grown in a recurring sequence.

Conservation Management System

Conservation crop rotation is utilized as a component of a conservation management system.  A well-planned crop rotation is the key to maintaining or improving soil organic matter and successful management of crop residue for the residue management practices.  Other management and structural practices may be utilized in the system to address natural resource concerns identified during the conservation planning process.

Specifications

Site-specific requirements for conservation crop rotation are listed on the 328 OR Specification Sheet.  Specifications are prepared in accordance with the NRCS Field Office Technical Guide and are designed to meet the resource needs and the producer’s objectives.

Operation and maintenance

Rotations shall provide for acceptable substitute crops in case of crop failure or shift in planting intentions for weather related or economic reasons.  The decision to plant a crop or fallow shall be made annually based on soil moisture at planting time. The decision to use a small grain-fallow rotation in the non-irrigated crop region of eastern Oregon shall be guided by economics, producer objectives and Agronomic Zone criteria as described in PNW Extension Bulletin, PNW 345, September 1990.
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Client
     




Farm/Tract       
Location       



County/SWCD       
Prepared By       



Date       
design APPROVAL:

	Practice Code
	
	LEAD              
	
	
	JOB CLASS

	NO.
	PRACTICE
	DISCIPLINE
	CONTROLLING FACTOR
	UNITS
	I
	II
	III
	IV
	V

	328
	Conservation Crop Rotation
	BCSD-Agron
	Precipitation

Acres
	Inches

Acres
	<11

160
	11-17

320
	>17

640
	Irr.

All
	All

All


This practice is classified as Job Class      
Design Approved by:/s/ 






 
 Date: 




Job title: 













clients ACKNOWLEDGEMENT statement:

The Client acknowledges that:

a.
They have received a copy of the specification and understand the contents and requirements.

b. The following information must be provided to NRCS by the client before this practice can be certified as applied:

· Crop rotation records by field, which include crop grown, and the period of time in the rotation. 

· Management of the crop residue or biomass for each crop in the rotation.

c. It shall be the responsibility of the client to obtain all necessary permits and/or rights, and to comply with all ordinances and laws pertaining to the application of this practice.

Accepted by:/s/ 








 Date: 




Certification:

I have completed a review of the information provided by the client and certify this practice has been applied.

Certification by:/s/







 Date:
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Client:
     




Date:      
	Practice Purpose ( [x] one or more that apply)

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Reduce sheet and rill erosion
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Improve water use efficiency

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Reduce wind erosion
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Manage plant pests (weeds, insects & disease)

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Maintain or improve soil organic matter
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Provide food for domestic livestock

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Manage the balance of plant nutrients
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Provide food and cover for wildlife

	Planned Crop Rotation

	Applied Crop Rotation

	Tract(s)


	Field(s)
	Crop 1


	Crop 2
	Crop 3
	Crop 4
	Crop 5
	Crop 6
	Crop 7
	Soil

Condition Index

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	
	
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	
	
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	
	
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	
	
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	
	
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     


The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in its programs on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs and marital and familial status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact the USDA Office of Communication (202) 720-2791.

To file a complaint, write the Secretary of Agriculture, U.S. Department of Agriculture, Washington, D.C., 20250, or call 1-800-245-6340 (voice) or (202) 720-1127 (TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity employer.

	Minimum Crop Residue (Bio-Mass) Requirements



	Crop
	Residue/Bio-Mass (lbs.) to Meet Purpose


	Management of Residue/Bio-Mass 

(tillage system, residue mgt. such as soil incorporated, no-till, baled and removed, etc.)

	     

	     

	     


	     

	     

	     


	     

	     

	     


	     

	     

	     


	     

	     

	     


	     

	     

	     


	     

	     

	     


	Substitute Crops:       


	Additional Specification Requirements:       


	Refer to the Following Conservation Practice Specifications [X]

	Residue Management No-Till/Strip Till, 329A
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
	Nutrient Management 590
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 

	Residue Management Mulch Till, 329B
	  FORMCHECKBOX 

	Pest Management 595
	  FORMCHECKBOX 


	Residue Management Direct Seed, 777
	  FORMCHECKBOX 

	Forage Harvest Management 511
	  FORMCHECKBOX 


	Residue Management Seasonal, 344
	  FORMCHECKBOX 

	Other:       
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

































The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center (202) 720 - 2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call (202) 720-5964 (Voice or TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.


[image: image3.png]