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NRCS photo
Definition:

A permanent or temporary strip of bare or vegetated land planned to retard fire.
Purposes:  
· Reduce the spread of wildfire.

· Contain prescribed burns.

Where Used
On all land uses where protection from wildfire is needed or prescribed burning is applied.
Conservation Management System

Firebreak is a facilitating practice as part of an overall conservation management system.  Firebreaks are critical part of a prescribed burning plan or a tool that used in minimizing the risk of wildfire entering an area.  Other after treatment practices may be needed to facilitate the rehabilitation of the firebreak and area burned.  
Specifications

Specifications for applying this practice will be prepared for each site and recorded using the appropriate specification sheets, job sheets, or technical notes.  If the firebreak is part of a prescribed burn they may also be recorded in the written burn plan.  

Operation and Maintainence

Bare firebreaks shall be frequently inspected for erosion control needs.  
Mow vegetated firebreak prior to the start of fire season.  Remove any material that will allow fire to creep across firebreak.

Block access to firebreaks to vehicles and people, to prevent damage.
	Client
	     
	Farm/Tract
	     

	Location
	     
	County/

SWCD
	     

	Planner
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	Project

Size
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DESIGN APPROVAL:

	Practice Code

NO.
	PRACTICE
	LEAD

DISCIPLINE
	CONTROLLING

FACTOR
	UNITS
	JOB CLASS

	
	
	
	
	
	I
	II
	III
	IV
	V

	394
	FIREBREAK
	BCSD For
	Feet
	Feet
	2640
	5280
	21000
	All
	All

	This practice is classified as Job Class (check one):  
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 



Design Approved by:/s/ 
     _

                              Date:      

Job title:      



clients ACKNOWLEDGEMENT statement:

The Client acknowledges that:

a.
They have received a copy of the specification and understand the contents and requirements.

b. It shall be the responsibility of the client to obtain all necessary permits and/or rights, and to comply with all ordinances and laws pertaining to the application of this practice.

Accepted by:/s/
     




Date:
     


Certification:

I have completed a review of the information provided by the client and certify this practice has been applied.

Certification by:/s/     



 Date:     


Job title:      






Landowner_     



 Field number(s)      


	Purpose

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Prevent the spread of wildfire
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Control prescribed burns


	Location and Layout

	Firebreak Width (feet):     
	Type:   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Bareground     FORMCHECKBOX 
  Vegetated (fire resistant) (see below)

	Length (feet):     
	Area (acres):     

	Are Natural Breaks available to use:    FORMCHECKBOX 
  YES     FORMCHECKBOX 
  NO

	Natural Firebreaks are roads, streams, ponds/lakes, railroads, pastures, cliffs, Utility Right of way, Cultivated fields.  Tie in constructed firebreaks to natural firebreaks whenever possible.  


	Bareground Firebreaks:  Discing is the most common means of establishing a firebreak, but heavy equipment can also be used to clear brush and trees.  Push cleared vegetation away from area to be burned.  Do not use bare ground firebreaks in highly erosive soils.  Inspect firebreaks before and during fire season, and remove ALL vegetation that will allow fire to cross the firebreak.  Additional Information:        




	Vegetated Firebreaks:  A vegetated fire break may contain trees and fire-resistant vegetation.  Fire resistant is green vegetation that has a minimum moisture content of 30-40 percent and do not contain volatile material like terpenes, oils and waxes.  Non-flammable materials may be applied to create a firebreak.  These are: water, foam, and mono or di-ammonium phosphate.  Each of these have limitations.  Know the limitations before using them.

If trees are present they shall be fire resistant (conifers usually) and shall be pruned to a minimum height of 10 feet.  Additional Information:       



	Operation and Maintenance

Inspect firebreak periodically and protect from damage so proper function is maintained.  Continue control of re-growing vegetation to maintain proper function.  Mow vegetated firebreak when needed to keep vegetation at low height.  Remove any material that will allow fire to creep across firebreak.  Additional Information:       
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