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CLIENT NAME:     
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NRCS photo
Definition:
Establishing grasses, legumes, vines, shrubs, trees, or other plants or selectively reducing stand density and trimming woody plants to improve an area for recreation.
Purposes:  
· To Increase the attractiveness and usefulness of recreation areas and to protect the soil and plant resources.
Where Used
On any area planned for recreation use.
Conservation Management System

Recreation Area Improvement is an accelerating practice as part of an overall conservation management system.  The practice is used to control soil erosion and to improve an area so it can be used for recreation purposes.  After any planting, plan Use Exclusion to allow plants to increase in cover and/or become fully established.  Other practice specifications may be used to maintain or improve the appearance and functionality of the recreation area.
Specifications

Specifications for applying this practice will be prepared for each site and recorded using the appropriate specification sheets, job sheets, or technical notes.  
Operation and Maintenance
Highly used areas will be inspected (at a minimum) prior to and at the end of the season of use.  All repairs will be identified and addressed.  
	Client
	     
	Farm/Tract
	     

	Location
	     
	County/SWCD
	     

	Planner
	     
	Date
	     

	Project Size
	     
	Topo. Map
	     


DESIGN APPROVAL:

	Practice Code

NO.
	PRACTICE
	LEAD

DISCIPLINE
	CONTROLLING

FACTOR
	UNITS
	JOB CLASS

	
	
	
	
	
	I
	II
	III
	IV
	V

	562
	Recreation Area Improvement
	BCSD For
	Acres
	Acres
	20
	80
	160
	640
	All

	This practice is classified as Job Class (check one):  
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 



Design Approved by:/s/ 
     _


           Date:      

Job title:      



clients ACKNOWLEDGEMENT statement:

The Client acknowledges that:

a.
They have received a copy of the specification and understand the contents and requirements.
b. It shall be the responsibility of the client to obtain all necessary permits and/or rights, and to comply with all ordinances and laws pertaining to the application of this practice.

Accepted by:/s/
     





Date:
     


Certification:

I have completed a review of the information provided by the client and certify this practice has been applied.

Certification by:/s/     



 Date:     


Job title:      






Landowner_     



 Field number(s)      


	Purpose

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Increase Attractiveness of Area
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Protect Soil and Plant Resources


	Treatment Needs

	Planting

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Grass/Legumes
	Specie:      
Seeding Rate:       LB/PLS/Ac

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Shrubs/Vines
	Specie:      
Planting Rate:       Per/Ac

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Trees
	Specie:      
Planting Rate:       Per/Ac

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Other
	Explain:      

	Site Preparation, Explain:       


	Protection Needs:       

	Planting Arrangement
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Group/Clumps  
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Grid 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Random
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other:      


	Tree/Shrub Thinning

	Species to Favor:     

	Spacing:       x      

	Tree/Shrubs to Remove
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Defective
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Dead
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Poorly Formed

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Damaged
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Hazard
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other:     

	Slash Disposal 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Pile & Burn
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Chip
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Haul off site

	OTHER:      


	Tree/Shrub Pruning

	Species:      

	What to Prune: 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Dead/Diseased branches
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Low hanging branches

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Limbs to Improve View
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other:     

	Pruning Height: 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Higher than 12 ft
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 6 to 12 ft
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 0 to 6 ft

	Pruning Period1: 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Winter
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Early Spring
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Summer

	1 Some shrubs require late summer/fall pruning to encourage flower bud development.

	Slash Disposal
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Pile & Burn
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Chip
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Haul off site
	Other:      

	OTHER:      


	Complimentary Practices to Consider

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  472(Use Exclusion 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  391(Riparian Forest Buffer

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  512(Pastureland and Hayland Planting
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  380(Windbreak/Shelterbelt Establishment

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  484—Mulching
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  666(Forest Stand Improvement

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  612(Tree/Shrub Establishment
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  568(Recreation Trail and Walkway

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  660(Tree/Shrub Pruning
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  561--Heavy Use Area Protection

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  342—Critical Area Planting
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Other:     


	Additional Information:       


The Natural Resources Conservation Service provides leadership in a partnership effort to help people
to conserve, maintain and improve our natural resources and environment

An Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer
The Natural Resources Conservation Service provides leadership in a partnership effort to help people
to conserve, maintain and improve our natural resources and environment

An Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer
The Natural Resources Conservation Service provides leadership in a partnership effort to help people
to conserve, maintain and improve our natural resources and environment

An Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer
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