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RESTORATION AND MANAGEMENT OF DECLINING HABITATS SPECIFICATION SHEET Oak Savanna and Upland Prairie
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Definition
Restoring and conserving native Oak Savanna and Upland Prairie, associated plant communities and wildlife.  

Oak savanna is typically an upland prairie with scattered oak trees. The density of these trees can vary widely both within a savanna community and between savanna communities and wildlife associations will vary and be site specific.

Purposes  

This practice may be applied as part of a conservation management system to accomplish one or more of the following purposes.

· Restore degraded Oak Savanna and Upland Prairie habitats. 

· Provide habitat for rare and declining wildlife species by restoring and conserving native plant communities.

· Provide habitat for rare and declining native plant species.

· Increase native plant community diversity and/or increase percent native plant cover.

· Manage unique or declining native habitats

Note:  NRCS uses the term “wildlife” to include all animals, terrestrial and aquatic




Where Used

On any landscape which once supported, currently supports, or can be managed to be Oak Savanna and Upland Prairie.  

Conservation Management System

Restoration and management of declining habitats is a key component to a conservation management system.  It is applied concurrently with other facilitating and enhancing practices to address and solve identified resource concerns.  
Specifications

Plans and specifications will include a comprehensive inventory of existing conditions and desired future conditions.  For restoration, the required landscape modifications, seedbed preparation method(s) and soil condition at planting time; the planting stock species, size and origin of source; planting dates; planting method; weed and moisture control methods; and irrigation type (if needed) will be developed.  For conserving sites, the inventory will be analyzed to develop a prescription for maintaining and/or improving the ecological condition.

The plans and specifications will insure that the herbaceous component will reach its objectives within 30 years and the oak component will be at an appropriate state relative to the baseline condition when the restoration began.

Species must be suitable and adapted to the soils and climate as well as genetically appropriate to the site and from local region native seeds and stock.  

Operation and Maintenance


Operation:  Identify any required items and actions needed to assist in maintaining or attaining desired ecological condition such as mowing, burning, and herbicide applications.


Maintenance: Inspect periodically and protect from damage so desired ecological condition is maintained.  Control competing and undesirable vegetation and pests that degrade the restoration or conservation efforts

	Client
	     
	Farm/Tract
	     

	Location
	     
	County/SWCD
	     

	Planner
	     
	Date
	     

	Project Size
	     
	Topo. Map
	     

	Program
	     
	Contract #
	     


	Purpose (check all that apply)1

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Restore degraded upland or aquatic habitats
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Increase native plant community diverstiy

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Provide habitat for rare and declining wildlife species by restoring and conserving native plant communities
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Manage unique or declining native habitats

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Provide habitat for rare and declining native plants
	


Management Objective:  Restore or maintain native plant community components such as grasses, forbs, shrubs, and/or trees to increase native plant diversity and cover, animal diversity, wildlife habitat, and water and nutrient cycling. 

     
	Inventory and Analysis

	Acres:       

	Landscape Position:     

	Soil(s):       

	Existing Plant Community(s) :       


	Planned Plant Community(s):       


	Method(s) of Restoration:   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Natural Regeneration   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Seed   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Transplants   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Bare Root   FORMCHECKBOX 
Cuttings 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Hydrology Manipulation  FORMCHECKBOX 
 None   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other

	Method(s) of Management:  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Burning  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Disking  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Mowing  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Chemical  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Biological  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Hydrological  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other


	Landscape Evaluation/Modification

	Field #      
	

	Soil  Mapping Unit(s):       

	Existing Plant Community(s):       

	Existing Modifications:  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Hayed/Grazed   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Tilled,  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Fallow  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Overtopped Forest  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Dense Oak Saplings             Topography:  FORMCHECKBOX 
Leveled   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Steep to level  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Rolling

	Planned Site Modifications: (Any oak greater than 22 inch dbh should always be retained, especially  if it has a wide spreading canopy)       

	Field #       
	

	Soil  Mapping Unit(s):  

	Existing Plant Community(s):  

	Existing Modifications:  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Hayed/Grazed   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Tilled,  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Fallow  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Overtopped Forest  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Dense Oak Saplings             Topography:  FORMCHECKBOX 
Leveled   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Steep to level  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Rolling

	Planned Site Modifications: (Any oak greater than 22 inch dbh should always be retained, especially  if it has a wide spreading canopy)       


	Vegetation/Date/Method to be Planted

	Trees
	Spacing
	# of Plants
	Moist Cons. type/duration
	Brws Prot type/amt
	Planting Date/Method 
	Field/Location

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	Shrubs
	Spacing
	# of Plants
	Moist Cons. type/duration
	Brws Prot type/amt
	Planting Date/Method
	Field/Location

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	Grasses,Grass-likes, Herbaceous Plants
	Lbs PLS/Ac. or Spacing
	Total # Seed or # of Plants
	Planting Date/Method
	Field/Location

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     


Note:  PLS – Purity and germination of seed expressed in percent, may be calculated by this formula: PLS = %germination x %purity x 100

Nutrients:  Fertilizer amendments may be added at time of seeding or planting and/or as top dressing during establishment.


Additional Comments:       

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  See Nutrient Management 590 specification for more information.

Operation and Maintenance:
· Monitor for weed and pest problems regularly during establishment.   Control annual weeds and other competition in a timely manner. Weed control around trees and shrubs should be done for at least 3 years after planting or until new seedlings get above the weeds.  Use mulch (at least 1.5 feet around the seedlings), mechanical methods (using a planting hoe, shovel, weed whacker, brush cutter or chain saw), or chemical methods (follow label directions, some herbicides may be restricted).

· Scout plantings regularly for animal, insect, and disease problems and mortality, especially in early years and determine cause of planting failure, and take actions to avoid further loss of seedlings.  

· Prevent animal damage and browse by rodents, mice, rabbits, deer, gophers and other wildlife which adversely affect woody vegetation.  If deer or rodent populations are excessive, consider using tree protection tubes for deer and for rodents consider keeping grass away from the base of the trees and shrubs and place aluminum foil 6 inches high around the bases.  

· Replace dead trees and shrubs as necessary, and control undesirable vegetative competition to promote a fully functional tree planting.

· Control all noxious weeds as identified by state and local laws 

· Prevent disturbance of cover during the primary nesting season for wildlife (April 1-July 31).

· Protect the area from unplanned disturbance.  Fences and barriers may need to be constructed.

· Re-seed any areas that do not have adequate permanent cover.

Additional Comments:       

	Client
	     
	Farm/Tract
	     

	Location
	     
	County/SWCD
	     

	Planner
	     
	Date
	     

	Project Size
	     
	Topo. Map
	     

	Program
	     
	Contract #
	     

	Plan Map

	       


DESIGN APPROVAL:

	Practice Code

NO.
	PRACTICE
	LEAD

DISCIPLINE
	CONTROLLING

FACTOR
	UNITS
	JOB CLASS

	
	
	
	
	
	I
	II
	III
	IV
	V

	643
	Restoration and Management of Declining Habitats
	BCSD Bio
	Area
	Acres
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	10
	40
	All
	All
	All

	This practice is classified as Job Class (check one):  
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 



Design Approved by: /s/      

Date:      
Job title:      
clients ACKNOWLEDGEMENT statement:

The Client acknowledges that:

a.
They have received a copy of the specification and understand the contents and requirements.

b. The following information must be provided to NRCS by the client before this practice can be certified as applied:

· Documentation of preparation of the site, size and number of seedlings planted, and moisture conservation method(s) completed.  If chemicals are used, documentation showing rate, form and application method of herbicides, carriers, surfactants, etc. applied.  

· If seedling protection is needed, documentation of the type and amount of protection method(s) used will be provided.

c. It shall be the responsibility of the client to obtain all necessary permits and/or rights, and to comply with all ordinances and laws pertaining to the application of this practice.

Accepted by: /s/      
Date:      
Certification:

I have completed a review of the information provided by the client and certify this practice has been applied.

Design Approved by: /s/      

Date:      
Job title:      
The Natural Resources Conservation Service provides leadership in a partnership effort to help people
to conserve, maintain and improve our natural resources and environment

An Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer
The Natural Resources Conservation Service provides leadership in a partnership effort to help people
to conserve, maintain and improve our natural resources and environment

An Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer
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