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Structures for Wildlife 
Conservation Practice 649 – Specification Sheet


	Client:
	
	Date:
	

	Location:
	
	County/SWCD:
	

	Contract #:
	
	Tract/Field:
	

	Planner:
	
	Acres:
	


	Management Objective(s): Describe the management objective(s) for the targeted species.

	Improve habitat for insect-eating bats to help control cropland pests.


	Purpose of the Structure(s): Describe why the structure is needed.

	Bats use loose tree bark, leaves, tree cavities, caves, bat houses, mines, bridges and buildings to roost at night after foraging and to raise their young.  Most bat species in this area hibernate in caves, mines and occasionally buildings or migrate for the winter.  

Roosting cover is limited in the planning area due to limited mature trees and snags.


	Structure Specifications

	Type
	#
	Dimensions
	Spacing
	Location, Placement, Orientation

	Bat House
	X
	See Below
	NA
	See Below

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Additional specifications:
	Boxes may be constructed or purchased.  For the planning area it is
recommended that at least XX bat houses be installed. 
Pairing of boxes will improve chances of occupation.

Design
· Exterior-grade plywood, screwed and glued to fill gaps

· Height, width and depth can be adjusted as needed but larger and taller is 
Better
· Minimum of 3 chambers (internal crevices) per box; internal roosting 
crevice spacing is critical; most species prefer 3/4” to 1” wide chambers

· Roosting partitions should be roughened or tightly covered with 1/8” plastic 
mesh (not metal) to aid bats in gripping surface.
· Painted black or dark brown to maintain internal temp of 90-100 degrees F.
Placement

· Bottom of house should be 12 to 15 feet above ground

· Mount on pole, wood or masonry building, receiving ample sunlight 
· Should receive 8 hours of direct sun daily

· Face south or southeast to maximize solar heating

· Houses located within a quarter mile of a lake, pond, river, stream, or marsh 
have better chance of occupancy
*Appropriate internal temperature is key.  Pairing two or more houses in the same 
general vicinity will allow bats to take advantage of optimum temperature levels.  If
 houses are not occupied after two seasons, relocation, caulking or repainting may
 be necessary.  Additional considerations: Limit pesticide and herbicide use around boxes and 
surrounding foraging area to maintain insect population diversity for feeding.


	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 See attached designs:
	Bat House


	Operation, Maintenance, and Monitoring:  At a minimum, structures will be inspected semi-annually and after major storms, and necessary maintenance, including removal of debris, shall be performed.  Additional O&M:

	Annual cleaning and maintenance of boxes is required.  If houses are not occupied after two seasons, relocation, caulking or repainting may be necessary.


	Design Approval

	Practice Code

NO.
	PRACTICE
	LEAD

DISCIPLINE
	CONTROLLING

FACTOR
	UNITS
	JOB CLASS

	
	
	
	
	
	I
	II
	III
	IV
	V

	649
	Structures for Wildlife
	BCSD-Bio
	Cost of Structure
	$
	none
	none
	<1000
	1000 – 10,000
	All

	This practice is classified as Job Class (check one):  
	
	
	X
	
	


Design Approved by:/s/ 
     

                Job title:      


            Date:      

client’s ACKNOWLEDGEMENT statement:

The Client acknowledges that:

a.
They have received a copy of the specification and understand the contents and requirements.

b. It shall be the responsibility of the client to obtain all necessary permits and/or rights, and to comply with all ordinances and laws pertaining to the application of this practice.

Accepted by:/s/
     



                      Date:     


Certification:

I have completed a review of the information provided by the client or have conducted a site visit and certify this practice has been applied according to NRCS standards and specifications.
Certified by: /s/ 
     
      
                             Job title:      


            Date:      
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