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NRCS Photo
Tree/Shrub Pruning 

Removing all or parts of selected branches, leaders or roots from trees and shrubs.
Purposes

· Improve the quality of wood products

· Reduce fire and/or safety hazards

· Improve the appearance of trees or shrubs,

e.g., ornamental plants and Christmas trees

· Improve the production of plant products.

e.g., nuts, fruits, boughs and tips.

· Improve the growth and vigor of understory plants

· Adjust the foliage and branching density for other specific intents, such as wind and snow control, noise abatement, access control, visual screens and managing competition.

· Improve health and vigor of woody plants e.g. disease, insect and injury management.
Where Practice Applies

On any area with trees and shrubs. 

Conservation Management System
Tree/Shrub Pruning is an enhancing practice to a conservation management system.  Pruning is a labor intensive operation and should only be applied where a high level of management will be carried out.  The practice is used to produce high quality (clear) wood on growing trees, reduce fire hazard in forest lands, increase understory vegetation production, increase plant (fruit) quality and production and increase branch/foliage density.  

A successful management system is comprised of many different practices, all based on the goals or products desired.  Stands must be properly stocked, so pruning wounds can quickly heal and to maximize clear wood growth.  Due to the reduction in canopy, diameter growth is reduced (only below the crown).  To stimulate growth, fertilization can be considered.  Trees respond to nitrogen fertilizer best, and the response generally lasts 5 to 10 years.  Pruning wounds heal over in 3 to 10 years, depending upon specie, branch size, tree vigor, and site conditions.
Plans and Specifications  

Plans and specifications shall be prepared for each field or management unit.  The purpose for pruning shall be identified and recorded using the approved specification sheet, Tree/Shrub Pruning, 660-OR-Specification.  The specification will include the purpose, species being pruned, height of pruning, and slash treatment.
Operation and Maintenance

Operation:

On forest land Oregon's Forest Practices Act sets standards for all management activity.  Contact the local ODF office at least 15 days prior to commencement of pruning.  If using power equipment, extreme care will be used to carry out practice implementation in a safe and secure manner.  Success of the practice shall be determined by measuring the height of pruning, the length of the remaining unpruned branched bole. 
Maintenance:

The area of treatment will be periodically inspected and follow-up treatments planned as needed.  Any new branch development on the previously pruned tree bole, shall be removed.  
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Design Approved by:/s/      

                              Date:      

Job title:      


clients ACKNOWLEDGEMENT statement:

The Client acknowledges that:

a.
They have received a copy of the specification and understand the contents and requirements.

b. It shall be the responsibility of the client to obtain all necessary permits and/or rights, and to comply with all ordinances and laws pertaining to the application of this practice.

Accepted by:/s/ 




Date:

Certification:

I have completed a review of the information provided by the client and certify this practice has been applied.

Certification by:/s/     


            Date:     

Job title:      


Client:     



Date:     

	Practice Purpose (check one or more that apply)1 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Improve wood product quality
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Improve growth/vigor of understory plants

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Reduce fire hazard
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Improve production of plant products

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Improve tree/shrub appearance
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Manipulate/improve foliage density 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Improve health and vigor of woody plants
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Other:       


1 For those boxes checked see the appropriate requirements below.    
	Treatment Description:       


	Specie(s) to Prune:       

	Pruning Height:       


	General Pruning Quality Standard - Prune only well spaced trees with good form and vigor.  Prune in late summer, fall and early winter when the cambium is not actively growing.  Do not prune too close and injure the tree bole or branch collar.  The collar is the swollen area at the base of the branch.  Make the cut as close to the collar as possible, without damaging it.  Cut branches smoothly.  Do not tear bark or leave jagged splinters.  Do not treat pruning wounds with paint or wound dressing.  Do not remove more than 50 percent of the live crown at any pruning.  Do not prune forest stands on exposed ridges or areas with a high water table.  Do not prune stands showing signs of root rot.  See figure 1 for the correct pruning procedure.
Pruning Concerns - Exposing thin immature bark to intense direct sunlight can lead to sunscald, killing the cambium layer, and reducing tree growth.  When pruning exposed, dry, hot sites, prune in 3 or more lifts (a lift is the height to which the tree is pruned at one pruning).  Exposing the bark of some trees (Douglas fir) to sunlight may stimulate dormant buds and lead to the production of new shoots.  These shoots must be removed.  

Additional Narrative:        




	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Improve Wood Product Quality - Prune young trees when DBH reaches 4 to 5 inches.  Do not prune every tree.  Select 50-100 dominant and co-dominant trees (per acre) or about twice the number needed for final harvest to prune.  Pre-commercial thin or commercial thin first, if needed.  Prune trees to heights of marketable logs.  Prune to a height of 10 feet for 1/2 log, 18 feet for 1 log, 26 feet for 1 1/2 logs, and 34 feet for 2 full logs.  Prune in 2 or 3 lifts (vertical rise).  Pruning can be delayed until tree DBH reaches 8" if trees are grown to 20+" DBH.  High pruning (above 20 feet) should be limited to site class I, II and III soils.  Remove all branches, dead or alive, regardless of size.

Additional Narrative:       



	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Reduce Fire Hazard - Prune lower branches on all trees to a minimum height of 10 feet about ground level.  Never remove more than 50 percent of the live canopy.  If pruning more that 4 vertical feet of branches, pull cut branches away from tree bole.  If pruning above 10 feet, prune in 2 lifts (vertical rise), unless trees are taller than 40 feet.  

Additional Narrative:       



	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Improve Tree/Shrub Appearance.  Prune Christmas trees to the desired shape.  Prune in late summer.  Prune with a sharp pruning tool or a mechanical shearer.  Prune leaders when they reach desired length.  Prune sides at same time as the leader, to maintain shape.   Prune other trees or shrubs to the desired appearance, and at the appropriate time.
Additional Narrative:       



	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Improve Production of Plant Products - Prune trees and/or shrubs for fruit, nut, leaf, bough, or other production.  Prune at the proper time and pruning pattern to enhance production and quality.  

Additional Narrative:       



	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Improve Foliage/Branch Density - Prune branches to increase foliage density for controlling wind and snow, noise reduction, create visual screen, and access control.  Be sure that the plant specie to be pruned does send out lateral branches.  Do not prune branches greater than 5 years old.  

Additional Narrative:       



	Additional Specifications/Information:     
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The Natural Resources Conservation Service provides leadership in a partnership effort to help people
to conserve, maintain and improve our natural resources and environment

An Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer
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