Section II 

3. Cultural Resources Information

Introduction

Cultural resources are traces of past activities and accomplishments of people.  They include not only tangible objects such as prehistoric tools, historical documents, archaeological sites, structures, and historic districts or landscapes; but also less tangible objects such as dance forms, folk-life traditions, cultural or religious practices, or vistas.

Federal laws established to protect cultural resources include the Antiquities Act of 1906, the Historic Sites Act of 1935, the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, and the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act of 1990. Oregon law protects cultural resources through the Indian Graves and Protected Objects Act, (Or.  Rev. Stat. (97.740 to (97.760), the Archaeological Objects and Sites Act (Or.  Rev. Stat. (358.905 to (358.955), and the Archaeological Sites and Historical Material Act (Or.  Rev. Stat. (390.235 to (390.237).

NRCS recognizes that cultural resources are an integral part of our national heritage and recognizes its responsibilities for historic preservation, particularly as they are listed in Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act.  NRCS will ensure that cultural resources are considered in all NRCS actions and programs.

· NRCS will consult with the State Historic Preservation Office and Indian Tribes to identify and protect cultural resources early in the planning process for all assistance activities.

· NRCS will protect cultural resources in their original location and avoid adverse impacts to cultural resources to the fullest extent practicable.

Cultural resources worthy of preservation, honor, and/or study can be found in abundance throughout Oregon.  For time untold Oregon has been home to a wide variety of Native American groups, representing thirteen different language families.  These original inhabitants who lived in every corner of the state, through dramatic climate changes and cataclysmic geologic events, formed social and technological traditions as diverse as the ecological zones they occupied.  The material evidence of their presence is found displayed by rock tools and structures, etched on the surface of rocks, revealed in pit house depressions, and buried deep beneath thick layers of sediment. Nowhere in the state can the absence of prehistoric cultural resources be taken for granted.

Cultural resources associated with the early European settler’s search for fur, minerals, timber, fish, grass, rich soil, and “lost souls” can also be found throughout the state.  Mine adits, corrals, cabins, roads and dump sites make up just some of the evidence of the early settler’s attempts to find a better life than that left behind.

To learn more about Oregon’s prehistory and to see example of prehistoric artifacts visit the following web site: http://www.ncn.com/~gilsen/
The Oregon Documentation Guide OR-EVT-CR1 provides the planner with guidance to incorporate cultural resource considerations into NRCS activities.  All cultural resource consultation activities are filtered through the NRCS Cultural Resource Specialists.  Contact either of the NRCS employees listed below for information about cultural resources in Oregon or with questions about consultation procedures.

Jenna Gaston – Cultural Resources Specialist – 1201 NE Lloyd Boulevard, Suite 900, Portland OR, 97232  Phone: 503-414-3204, Fax: 503-414-3277, e-mail: jenna.gaston@or.usda.gov
The National Register of Historic Places is maintained by the National Park Service.  To print-out an up-to-date copy of the National Register of Historic Places go to the following Internet address and conduct a search for the state and county of interest:  http://WWW.NR.NPS.GOV/nrloc1.htm
Drawings and photos of projectile points and other artifacts commonly found in Oregon – Each field office has been provided a copy of Archaeology of Oregon by C. Melvin Aikens, U.S. Department of the Interior, Bureau of Land Management.  This book contains a brief discussion of the various culture types found in Oregon along with photos and drawings of their associated artifacts.  This book is also available on-line at: http://www.or.blm.gov/salem/html/archaeology/archy.oregon/archy-or.htm

Note: See NRCS cultural resources worksheet (OR-EVT1-CR) and resource guidelines (Oregon Cultural Resource).
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