Section III

3. Resource Quality Criteria
Quality criteria is a quantitative or qualitative statement of treatment level required to achieve a Resource Management System (RMS) for identified resource concerns for a planning unit.  Quality Criteria are established in accordance with local, state, tribal and federal programs and regulations in consideration of ecological, economic and social effects.

The Quality Criteria (QC) establishes the minimum treatment level necessary to adequately address natural resource concerns that are identified during the planning process for the development of an RMS. The Quality Criteria are met when treatment has been planned that, when applied, will resolve all of the identified resource problems according to the Quality Criteria. The RMS will be considered applied when all of the conservation practices that make up the system have been installed, implemented or applied according to Practice Standards and Specifications in FOTG Section IV. 

If an individual cannot solve an existing conservation problem in accordance with these criteria, an opportunity may exist for group planning, project measures or multi-program activities to meet the quality criteria. In cases where the decisionmaker cannot solve the problem as an individual, the criteria will be met when the land under the control of the decision maker does not adversely contribute to the problem.
The use and implementation of this criteria will be consistent with federal, tribal, state and local laws and regulations.

Note: File Quality Criteria following the section.

FOTG: Section III - Quality Criteria (9/01)


