Introduction

Section 1 – Cost Data

The initial phase of evaluating the effectiveness of conservation measures is the collection, analysis, and use of current information on costs and prices.  The prices are appropriate to use in estimating the beneficial and/or adverse effects of installing conservation practices.  To be effective in working with individuals, field personnel must have knowledge of these costs and prices.

This section contains current information on costs for items such as seed, fertilizers, farm supplies, farm machinery, tractors and other materials that may be used tin crop production.  Other factors that make up the farming operation ate also included such as labor, construction, and operation and maintenance of Resource Management Systems (RMS) or Acceptable Management Systems (AMS).

Typical crop budgets and partial budgets for the most commonly grown crops in Pennsylvania are shown in this section.  The crop budgets show total income, total specified expenses (production cost) and returns above specified expenses (net return).  It should be noted that in some districts, yields, kind and number of operations, seed, fertilizer and pesticide costs might differ significantly.  Therefore, budgets for common crops should be developed in each district to fit local conditions.


Flat rate schedules for conservation practices are included.  The flat rates are not intended for use in estimating the cost of applying a particular practice on a particular site at a particular time.  The land user will get the most accurate information on the costs by soliciting bids from contractors.  Costs of selected conservation practices are discussed in the introduction to the flat rate schedule.  

This section contains prices received for commodities produced and services provided by landowners and operators.  Many of these services are listed under Custom Rates.  The above information should be supplemented as needed by each field office.

Data for this section will be developed and maintained at the state level and locally at the field office.  Spaces are provided on each list for local prices paid or received.   The broader state averages will be developed, maintained and distributed from the state office.  Field office personnel should record applicable local data, which differ from state averages.












PATG Section I  - Cost Data 
Pennsylvania 
August 2002


