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Your CBWI or EQIP contract documents your commitment to develop a CNMP for your operation and includes financial assistance to offset hired specialist costs. Planning specialists will help you develop your plan and document your decisions. The written plan must pass a thorough quality review by NRCS before the payment to you is released.
A Comprehensive Nutrient Management Plan (or CNMP) is a conservation plan for your specific animal operation. In addition to meeting your objectives, your CNMP will describe practices and management you will implement to prevent excessive soil erosion, protect water quality, and meet all national environmental compliance regulations required by the Federal government. 
A Certified Conservation Planner will lead you through the CNMP development process, oversee the development of its technical elements, and approve the CNMP when all NRCS administrative and technical requirements are met.
All CNMPs have three required technical elements as listed below. An optional technical element, Feed Management, may be included but is contracted separately. Each element must be developed by a qualified technical specialist. The technical elements in a CNMP are: 
· Manure and Wastewater Handling and Storage- the engineering plan (required)

· Land Treatment - existing and planned conservation practices and compliance documentation (required)

· Nutrient Management - the nutrient management plan (required)


In addition to the technical elements, a required non-technical element with record keeping guidance is provided for implementing the plan.
· Feed Management -  (optional)
A qualified Certified Conservation Planner will work closely with you and the technical specialists to assure that objectives are met and all required documentation is correct.
The Certified Conservation Planner and technical specialists you’ll hire are known as Technical Service Providers (or TSPs). TSPs are individuals or businesses that have technical expertise in conservation planning and design for a variety of conservation activities. Each qualified TSP is listed on the NRCS online TSP registry, TechReg, in one or more categories category designating their qualification.  
The Choice Is Yours
You will select and hire the TSPs who you will work with. The Certified Conservation Planner TSP you select should help you with your planning decisions, work well with each technical specialist, make sure all NRCS requirements are met, and write the plan document in the required format. It's important that you select a TSP who understands your objectives for the operation and with whom you feel comfortable working with.
Begin your TSP selection process as soon as possible. A written CNMP can require several months to complete. Delays may cause your CBWI or EQIP contract to get behind schedule or leave you with a plan that doesn't meet your objectives. Your CNMP will be the basis for significant investment in your operation. You need to be seriously involved in its development. 




Use TechReg to find Technical Service Providers to develop your CNMP
TechReg is NRCS's online registry of Technical Service Providers where landowners looking for assistance can find TSPs to do the work. You'll use the TechReg Registry to find qualified TSPs to provide the services you need in your county. TechReg is accessible from the TSP website at: 

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/programs/technical/tsp/.
Using TechReg to locate TSPs 
To find registered TSPs providing services in your county, you'll use the internet and follow these steps: 
1. Type http://techreg.usda.gov/ into your internet browser.
1. When the webpage opens up, look for a large green button labeled "Find a TSP" and click it.
1. On the next page, click on Pennsylvania. On the next page Click on your county.
1. Under “Select Category,” click on the drop-down arrow to access each of the following lists. You should take notes or print each list. A print option is available by clicking on the “View/print TSP List” link located in the yellow Technical Service Provider header just above the email address column.

0. Select CAP - CNMP (102). This lists: 
0. Individuals registered qualified to approve all the work in the complete written CNMP.
0. Businesses registered in this category employ one or more TSPs registered in this category.
0. Select CNMP Plan Development - Manure and Wastewater Handling and Storage. This lists: 
1. Individuals registered qualified to develop the engineering element.
1. Businesses registered in this category employ one or more TSPs registered in this category.
0. Select CNMP Plan Development - Land Treatment. This lists: 
2. Individuals registered on this list are qualified technical specialists to develop the conservation practices element.

2. Businesses registered in this category employ one or more TSPs registered in this category.
1. Select CNMP Plan Development - Nutrient Management.  This lists: 
0. Individuals registered on this list qualified to develop the nutrient management element.
0. Businesses registered in this category employ one or more TSPs registered in this category.
Note: 
The Certified Conservation Planner (registered in the CAP – CNMP (102) category) may help you select the team of specialists to develop each of the technical elements.
Online resumes for each TSP can be reviewed by clicking the “Resume” button on the right hand side of the row listing their name and identification information.
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