
Technical Guide Section IV  Pennsylvania February 2015
 

PA575-SP1 
 
 

CONSTRUCTION SPECIFICATION 
 
 
 

 
1.   SCOPE

             TRAILS AND WALKWAYS 

specified on the drawings or in Section 8. 
They shall be treated with preservatives in 
accordance with the American  

The work shall consist of furnishing materials 
and installing all components of the trails and 
walkways as outlined in this specification and 
the drawings. 

 
2. MATERIALS 

 
All materials used shall conform to the quality 
and grade noted on the plans, set forth in 
Section 8, or as otherwise listed below: 

WEARING SURFACE, BINDER COURSE, 
and BASE COURSE aggregate shall meet the 
requirements and gradation specified in 
Section 8 or on the drawings. 

GEOTEXTILE shall meet the requirements as 
outlined in the following table or as otherwise 
set forth in Section 8 or on the drawings: 

 
 

Requirements for Nonwoven Geotextiles

Property Test Method Value 

Tensile 
Strength 

ASTM D4632 
Grab Test 

115 lbs 

Elongation at 
Failure 

ASTM D 4632 > 50% 

Puncture ASTM D 4833 40 lbs 

Apparent 
opening size 

ASTM D 4751 #40 
max. 

Permittivity ASTM D 4491 0.10
secs-1

 

Ultravoilet light 
(%residual 
tensile 
strength) 

ASTM D 4355 
150 Hr Exposure 

70% 

 
 
 

PIPE shall meet the requirements specified in 
Section 8 or on the drawings. 

WOOD PRODUCTS shall be Douglas Fir, 
Southern Yellow Pine, or as otherwise 

 Wood Preservers Association (AWPA) 
Standard C16, “Wood Used on Farms, 
Pressure Treatment.” Each piece shall bear 
the AWPA stamp of quality. In the absence of 
such a stamp, the Contractor or material 
supplier shall provide written certification that 
the pressure treated wood products meet the 
designated quality criteria. 

FASTENERS for wood structures shall be 
stainless steel, galvanized, or otherwise 
protected from corrosion due to contact with 
moisture and soil. 

 
3. FOUNDATION PREPARATION 

 
All trees, brush, fences, manure, and rubbish 
shall be cleared within the trail or walkway 
area, including any associated drainage 
control features and borrow areas. All stumps 
and roots larger than two inch diameter shall 
be removed down to the subgrade elevation. 
All material removed by clearing operations 
shall be disposed of as directed by the Owner 
or his/her Representative. 

Topsoil shall be stripped and stockpiled in a 
convenient location for use on disturbed areas 
to facilitate seeding. 

Mineral soil shall be excavated and placed as 
fill as shown on the drawings to establish a 
uniform, stable subgrade. Wet soil, mud, and 
topsoil shall not be used as fill. The fill 
material shall be compacted as specified in 
Section 8 or on the drawings. 

Borrow material shall be taken from the 
designated borrow area as needed after 
excavation of the trail or walkway is complete. 
The borrow area shall be final graded to drain 
freely and blend into the surrounding 
undisturbed area. 

Excess excavated material shall be disposed 
of in the designated spoil area, which shall be 
graded to blend into the surrounding 
undisturbed area. 

Geotextile or base course material shall be 
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set on undisturbed soil or non-yielding 
compacted material. Over-excavation must be 
corrected as noted on the drawings, or as 
directed by the Engineer or his/her designated 
Representative. 

 
4. DRAINAGE STRUCTURES 

 
Culverts, subsurface drains, and swales shall 
be installed as shown on the drawings. 
Surface and subsurface drainage structures 
shall be adequately removing water from the 
foundation to allow for proper placement of 
base and surface materials. 

 
5. GEOTEXTILE 

 
Where specified in Section 8 or on the 
drawings, geotextile shall be installed on the 
prepared subgrade. The geotextile shall be 
placed, overlapped and anchored as 
recommended by the manufacturer, unless 
otherwise specified in Section 8 or on the 
drawings. 

Vehicles and heavy equipment shall not be 
operated directly on top of the geotextile. 
Base course or surface material shall be 
placed on the geotextile ahead of the 
construction equipment. 

 
6. E&S CONTROL 

 
E&S control measures shall be as set forth in 
the E&S Plan, and as otherwise detailed in the 
drawings. 
 
Vegetation shall be established as set forth in 
Construction Specification  PA 342, and/or as 
set forth in Section 8 and the drawings. 

 
7. SURFACING 

 
Where specified in Section 8 or on the 
drawings, the base and binder course shall be 
placed on the trail or walkway to the specified 
grades and thickness. The material shall be 
wetted and compacted by rollers or other 
construction equipment approved by the 
Engineer. 
 
Surface material shall be placed to the grades 
and thicknesses set forth in Section 8 or on 
the drawings. The material shall be 
compacted by rollers or other construction 
equipment approved by the Engineer. The 
finished surface shall be smooth and free of 
projecting stones. 

Vegetation shall be established in accordance 
with Construction Specification PA342. 

The surface material in or adjacent to 
s u r f a c e  water control devices and other 
structures shall be compacted using manually 
directed tamping equipment. 

 
8. ADDITIONAL CONDITIONS WHICH 

APPLY TO THIS PROJECT ARE: 


