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Section V  - General Effects Data

In the following matrices we are expressing the major
effects of a single conservation practice on resource
problems.

The practice is assumed to be installed according to
standards in Section IV.  The effect may be
“Detrimental*,” “Negligible*,” “Moderate*” or
“Significant*” (see definitions below).  The given effect
may be followed by modifiers for clarity.  The
application of a practice with a negative effect may be
overcome through the application of another practice
that has a greater positive effect.

The point of reference for the matrices is that there is a
current problem with the resource, previously treated
or not.  The resource is less than protected and can be
effected in a positive way by the installation of a
conservation practice.  The matrices address broad,
general effects that you may expect from the practice
application.

Decreased, lessened, reduced (reduction) or improved
(improvement) indicate the direction the installed
practice has on the resource problem.

The effects (Detrimental*, Negligible*, Moderate*
and Significant*) shown on the matrices in Section V
will need to be adjusted using (-), (0), (+) or (++) as
indicators of effect to reflect site specific conditions
for a given practice.

      Effect Definition

Detrimental* Long-term negative effects
on the resource problem (-)

Negligible* Essentially no effect, or
minor effects (0)

Moderate* Meaningful beneficial
effect (+)

Significant* Considerable beneficial
change, may or may not
solve the problem (++)

The purpose of these matrices is to help the planner
develop and maintain a strong awareness of the
effects of conservation practices on all the basic
resources – soil, water, air, plants and animals.


