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SUBJECT:  Technical Guide Notice 144    DATE:  January 6, 2010 
 
TO: All Holders of the PA Technical Guide     FILE CODE: 450-11 
 
Purpose: 
 
The purpose of this notice is to provide instruction on technical support materials in the FOTG. 
 
Explanation: 
 
Spot Check Data and Design Requirements were created for Ecological Conservation Practices 
and posted with the other practice support materials in Section IV of the eFOTG, as per Tech 
Guide Notice 138.  The Check Data and Design Requirements paralleled the Design and Check 
Data Requirements documents that already exist for Engineering Practices. These requirements 
described the minimum data expected to be documented in certifying conservation practices and 
found during annual spot checks according to national and state supplemental policy for practice 
documentation, certification, and spot checking. 
 
With the development of the Check Out Documents, as per Tech Guide Notice 143, it has been 
determined the Check Data and Design Requirements are no longer needed.  The Check Out 
documents have been developed to assist line officers meet their responsibility to verify that 
practices applied through NRCS programs have been installed and will be operated and 
maintained in compliance with applicable standards and specifications.  
 
Instruction: 
 
Spot Check Data and Design Requirements for the following Ecological Conservation Practices 
will be removed from Section IV: 
314 – Brush Management 
324 – Deep Tillage 
327 – Conservation Cover 
328 – Conservation Crop Rotation 
329 – Residue and Tillage Management, No-Till/Strip-Till/Direct Seed 
330 – Contour Farming 
331 – Contour Orchard and Other Fruit Areas 
332 – Contour Buffer Strips 
338 – Prescribed Burning 
340 – Cover Crop 
342 – Critical Area Planting 
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344 – Residue Management, Seasonal 
345 – Residue and Tillage Management, Mulch Till 
346 – Residue and Tillage Management, Ridge Till 
380 – Windbreak/Shelterbelt Establishment 
382 – Fence 
390 – Riparian Herbaceous Cover 
391 – Riparian Forest Buffer 
393 – Filter Strip 
395 – Stream Habitat Improvement and Management 
396 – Fish Passage 
399 – Fishpond Management 
410 – Grade Stabilization Structure 
422 – Hedgerow Planting 
430 – Irrigation Water Conveyance, Pipeline 
472 – Use Exclusion 
484 – Mulching 
490 – Forest Site Preparation 
511 – Forage Harvest Management 
512 – Pasture and Hay Planting 
528 – Prescribed Grazing 
544 – Land Reconstruction, Currently Mined Land 
548 – Grazing Land Mechanical Treatment 
562 – Recreation Area Improvement 
585 – Stripcropping 
590 – Nutrient Management 
592 – Feed Management 
595 – Pest Management 
612 – Tree/Shrub Establishment 
633 – Waste Utilization 
644 – Wetland Wildlife Habitat Management 
645 – Upland Wildlife Habitat Management 
647 – Early Successional Habitat Development/Management 
655 – Forest Trails and Landings 
660 – Tree/Shrub Pruning 
666 – Forest Stand Improvement 
 
Access Instructions
The Pennsylvania eFOTG can be accessed at the following web address.  

:  

http://efotg.nrcs.usda.gov/efotg_locator.aspx?map=PA   
 
The Pennsylvania eFOTG Section IV Table of Contents can be accessed directly at the following 
link: http://efotg.nrcs.usda.gov/toc.aspx?CatID=12487  
 
The official version of the FOTG is what appears in Pennsylvania’s eFOTG. 
 
              /s/ 
 
DAVID C. BROWN 
Acting State Conservationist 
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