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SUBJECT: Technical Guide Notice 151 DATE: November 9, 2010
TO: All Holders of the PA Technical Guide FILE CODE: 450-11
Purpose:

To remove former versions of the Conservation Activity Plan criteria documents and replace
them with current versions of only the plans being offered by EQIP this year. The following
CAPs have been loaded in Section I11, A. Activity Plans:

102  Comprehensive Nutrient Management Plan

104  Nutrient Management Plan

106  Forest Management Plan

114  Integrated Pest Management Plan

118  Irrigation Water Management Plan

122 Agriculture Energy Management Plan, Headquarters
124 Agriculture Energy Management Plan, Landscape

126  Comprehensive Air Quality Management Plan

138  Conservation Plan Supporting Organic Transition Plan

Background:
The Conservation Activity Plan criteria have been updated by NHQ and the key changes are

summarized in the explanation below.

Explanation:
The key changes for FY 2011 include the following:

1. The criteria for TSPs to complete portions of the CPA-52 have been removed as TSPs
cannot be required to complete this form. The TSP proficiencies in TechReg will be
revised to reflect this change. This should encourage more TSPs to seek certification to
do CAPs. TSPs, such as our CNMP Plan Approvers, who already know how to complete
the CPA-52 may continue to and are encouraged to complete it and offer this service to
their clients. The CPA-52 for CAPs must be signed by NRCS.

2. The Agricultural Energy Management CAP was divided into two separate CAPs. The
(122) Headquarters Agricultural Energy Management Plan, is for Headquarters and the
new (124) Landscape Agricultural Energy Management Plan, is for the field areas. Since
the TSP proficiencies were very different for each of these types of plans, it was
necessary to separate Headquarters from the Landscape Energy Plans.
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3. (104) Nutrient Management CAP was developed for use in FY 2011 to support the
agency’s strategy to increase the adoption of nutrient management techniques. It applies
to those non AFOs needing assistance with planning activities to apply nutrients at the
right rate, right time, using the right method of placement, and from the right source.

4. (106) Forest Management Plan is being offered this year to help forest land owners who
need planning assistance. Forest Management Plans may be a Forest Stewardship Plan,
Tree Farm Plan, Forest Stewardship Council certified management plans, or other types
of forest management plans that meet the criteria described. A sample Forest
Management Plan will be released under a separate future notice.

Access Instructions:

The entire Pennsylvania eFOTG can be accessed at the following web address and then selecting
the appropriate county. http://efotg.nrcs.usda.gov/efotg_locator.aspx?map=PA The items
released in this notice will first appear in the What’s New section and appear in the appropriate
folder usually 24 hours later.

The official version of the FOTG is what appears in Pennsylvania’s eFOTG.

/s/ Barry Isaacs, for

DENISE COLEMAN
State Conservationist
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