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TECHNICAL GUIDE NOTICE NUMBER 208 

April 2, 2015 

Purpose. To release to the Field Office Technical Guide new technical guidance for assessing 
pollinator habitat and installing pollinator habitat through Conservation Cover (327) and 
Hedgerows (422), and updated practice guidance documents for Conservation Crop Rotation 
(328), Contour Buffer Strips (332), and Field Borders (386). 

Effective Date. This notice is effective upon receipt. 

Explanation of Changes. A new guidance document for assessing pollinator habitat was 
developed in partnership with the Xerces Society. The Pennsylvania Pollinator Habitat 
Assessment Form (fillable) and Guide will help staff evaluate the existing conditions for 
pollinators, and help identify resource concerns which can be addressed through conservation 
practices. This PA-specific form should be completed and used as a planning tool when 
pollinators are a resource concern on either perennial specialty crops (orchards, vineyards, 
berries, etc.) or annual row crops (vegetables, grains, etc.). Find this guide along with other 
Planning information in Section Ill of the FOTG. 

Two new Practice Installation Guides and Job Sheets were developed for planners helping 
landowners to create pollinator habitat through Conservation Cover {327) or Hedgerow (422) 
practices. These guides contain valuable "how-to" tips for the successful creation of pollinator 
habitat, including site prep, establishment, and maintenance, and also serve as certification and 
checkout documentation upon completion of the two practices. They also include PA-specific 
lists of herbaceous and woody plants that may be used to benefit pollinators. 

All three of the new documents apply to any Farm Bill program that helps with the creation of 
pollinator habitat (CRP/CREP, CSP, EQIP, WRE, etc.). 

Please direct any questions about pollinator habitat to Jim Gillis, State Biologist or Kelly Gill, 
NRCS Xerces Pollinator Specialist. 

The practice standard, information sheet, practice implementation requirement/jobsheet, and 
statement of work for codes 328, 332, and 386 have been updated to reflect changes in the 
national standards released in NHCP Notice 159 (386) and 160 (332 & 328). 

The agency revised the condition where the Field Border practice (386) applies to cover only 
existing cropland and pastureland and deleted the purpose to manage pest populations. Plans 
and specifications now require use of the Implementation Requirement document. For 
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convenience, in Pennsylvania the IR was adapted to also serve as the job sheet\check out and 
practice completion certification. 

The definition of Conservation Crop Rotation {328} was clarified changing it slightly from 
"Growing crops in a planned sequence on the same field" to "A planned sequence of crops 
grown on the same ground over a period of time (i.e., the rotation)." To the Contour Buffer 
Strips {Code 332} was added an additional practice purpose to reduce transport of nutrients 
downslope. The additional criteria for this purpose were combined with additional criteria to 
reduce transport of sediment and other waterborne contaminants downslope. Other minor 
wording clarifications were made to improve understanding and reduce redundancy in the 
standard. 

If you have any questions regarding Crop Rotations, Contour Buffer Strips, or Field Border 
practice guidance documents, contact Mark Goodson, State Agronomist. 

Access Instructions: 

The entire Pennsylvania Field Office Technical Guide can be accessed at the following website: 
http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/ 

You may access Section Ill Table of Contents directly at the following web address: 
http://efotg.sc.egov. usda .gov / toc.aspx?Catl D=124 77 

You may access Section IV Table of Contents directly at the following web address: 
http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/ toc.aspx?Cat1D=12487 

Denise Coleman 
State Conservationist 
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