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Natural Resources Conservation Service

TO: All Holders of PA Technical Guide

SUBJECT: Technical Guide Notice No. 47
April 26, 1999

Purpose: To transmit Riparian Forest Buffer (Interim) 391 standard

Background: Riparian buffers should be created that are of sufficient width to provide multiple habitat
and water quality benefits recognizing that:

Buffers widths of greater than 75 feet provide maximum benefits.

Buffers widths of at least 35 feet provide multiple benefits and are consistent with the NRCS
391(Interim) standard.

Where creation of a riparian forest buffer at least 35 feet is not possible, a narrower forest buffer or an
rnative buffer that provides one or more of the benefits attributed to riparian forest buffers should
provided. Narrower buffers may be preferred over no buffer at all, depending on site conditions.

Recommended Forest Buffers widths of less than 35 feet will depend upon site conditions as
determine by the field conservationist.

Refer to the “Chesapeake Riparian Handbook”, Technical Guide Reference Number 45, for further
guidance. Please provide your comments for the final version of the 391 standard.

Filing Instructions: File in PATG Section IV and add 391 to the index of practices.

If you have any questions or comments, contact Rich Shockey at the Harrisburg NRCS State Office.

Janet L. Oertly
State Conservationist
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