FOTG Section II. Natural Resources Information 

A. Soils Information



Official Soil Survey Information
Introduction
Official Soil Survey Information 

It is NRCS policy to maintain the official copy of the Soil Survey in the field office.  The policy is contained in Title 430 of the General Manual:  http://policy.nrcs.usda.gov/viewerFS.aspx?iid=51&pt=Title+450+-+Technology
The Official Soil Survey Information for a soil survey area may take on various forms depending upon mapping and publication dates, update status, mechanism of delivery, and data format.  The official tabular data consists of the most recently certified and released soil descriptions, soil property and interpretation tables, and soil maps, regardless of the format.  The most recent posting of the soil survey information to the Soil Data Mart from the National Soil Information System (NASIS) replaces any existing similar data.  The NRCS Soil Data Mart is the source of official soil survey for the Pacific Islands Area.
NRCS General Manual policy requires Section II of the FOTG contain soil interpretations, soil legends, and soil descriptions.  

Soil Interpretations

Soil interpretations which are specific to the soils identified and mapped in the area are required.  Map units to which the interpretations apply are clearly identified by name, symbol(s), or both.  New map unit names and symbols resulting from reclassification of soils are cross-referenced to old names and symbols and shown on a list. 

Soils are described and interpreted to help make decisions about use and management of land.  Soil characteristics that limit or affect land use and management are identified, and soils are rated according to limitations, capability, suitability, and/or potential.  Examples include land capability classification, prime farmland status, and hydric soil designation. 

Soil Legends
Soil legend lists should includes the names of the soil map units and map symbols. This list can include the identification of interpretive groups (if any) of importance in the field office. 

Soil Descriptions (Map Unit Text)
Nontechnical:  Nontechnical soil descriptions are for use with individuals, groups, and units of government.  Each description includes brief references to major limitations e.g., erosion or wetness, and soil potential.  
Technical:  Technical descriptions of each soil map unit component and of each soil map unit are provided in Section II and available in the field office.  
Soil Data Mart
The NRCS Soil Data Mart is the source of official soil survey for the Pacific Islands Area.

Soil Data Mart is web application that allows you to generate and print soil interpretations, soil legends and soils descriptions in both tabular and spatial form (maps) for one soil survey area at a time.  Soil maps are not interactive at this site but can be downloaded for use with GIS systems.  See Web Soil Survey below for interactive maps.
To connect to Soil Data Mart go to following internet URL: http://soildatamart.nrcs.usda.gov/.

Links to Soil Data Mart official tabular and spatial data for Pacific Islands Area locations:

· Hawaii: http://soildatamart.nrcs.usda.gov/Survey.aspx?State=HI
· American Samoa: http://soildatamart.nrcs.usda.gov/Survey.aspx?State=AS
· Federated States of Micronesia: http://soildatamart.nrcs.usda.gov/Survey.aspx?State=FM
· Guam: http://soildatamart.nrcs.usda.gov/Survey.aspx?State=GU
· Marshall Islands: http://soildatamart.nrcs.usda.gov/Survey.aspx?State=MH
· Northern Mariana Islands: http://soildatamart.nrcs.usda.gov/Survey.aspx?State=MP
· Republic of Palau: http://soildatamart.nrcs.usda.gov/Survey.aspx?State=PW
Additional information about using Soil Data Mart is included in a separate document in Section II of the FOTG.
Web Soil Survey  

Web Soil Survey is a NRCS web application that provides access to official soil information as viewable maps and tables which may be used to make land-use & management decisions.  Data on the Web Soil Survey site is linked to the official soil survey information on the Soil Data Mart.  Custom maps, reports, and tables can be generated on this site.  
To connect to Web Soil Survey go to following internet URL:  http://websoilsurvey.nrcs.usda.gov/app/.

Publications:  To access soil survey manuscript text, click on Start WSS, then select and set AOI (Area of Interest), click on Soil Data Explorer, then click on Soil Survey Publications.  

Soil information for Pacific Islands Area locations will be available on WSS in the near future.
Additional Information About Web Soil Survey:
· Web Soil Survey Brochure: http://soils.usda.gov/survey/WSS-Brochure.pdf
· Web Soil Survey – How to Use It document: http://websoilsurvey.nrcs.usda.gov/app/Help/WSS_HomePage_HowTo.pdf.
Published Soil Surveys

Soil surveys are being completed and published on a continuing schedule.  As time passes, the data in published surveys become dated.  Please note that only parts of the published soil surveys are considered “official.”  Other parts have been updated with appropriate attribute data from the soil survey database and are available elsewhere.  
Map unit descriptions included in the published soil survey provide more detail to the user and are written for lay users of the soil survey.  These descriptions provide information on map unit content, contrasting soil inclusions, and general soil management statements.

Published soil surveys are available in a variety of forms including: paper copy (available for distribution), online, and/or CD-ROM.  Information about published soil surveys is available online @:
· State of Hawaii:  http://soils.usda.gov/survey/printed_surveys/state.asp?state=Hawaii&abbr=HI.

· Pacific Basin: http://soils.usda.gov/survey/printed_surveys/state.asp?state=Pacific%20Basin&abbr=PB.

In addition, NRCS Pacific Islands Area offices and major public libraries have copies of published soil surveys available for viewing.

Information about How to Use a Soil Survey is available online @: http://soils.usda.gov/survey/how_to/.

For NRCS Use Only

Soil Data Viewer
Soil Data Viewer is a tool built as an extension to ArcMap that allows a user to create soil-based thematic maps.  Soil Data Viewer also provides users access to soil interpretations and soil properties while shielding them from the complexity of the soil database.  The application can also be run independent of ArcMap, but output is then limited to a tabular report.
Soil Data Viewer is a part of Customer Service Toolkit, which is the primary conservation planning tool used by NRCS, conservation districts, and technical service providers (TSP).  Its use is limited to these parties.
Soil Data Viewer is updated as needed by the NRCS soils staff.  Current soil data is downloaded from National Soil Information System (NASIS) into an MS Access database which is then linked to the spatial SSURGO data.  NASIS is updated by the soils staff as soil properties and interpretations are revised or new records added.  All of this data is then loaded into the Soil Data Viewer as part of the Customer Service Toolkit.  
To access the Soil Data Viewer website go to: http://soildataviewer.nrcs.usda.gov/.

For additional information about how to use Soil Data Viewer, Online User Guides are available for Versions 5.1 and 5.0 @: http://soildataviewer.nrcs.usda.gov/userguide.aspx.

Access Database

The MS Access database mentioned above may also be used outside of Toolkit to generate soil interpretations and soils legends and soil descriptions.  Use of the database is limited to NRCS and conservation district employees who have access to the NRCS office shared computer drives.  The Access database is located in the NRCS office shared drive: S:\Service_Center\NRCS\430_SOI_Soil Survey.  
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