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 NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE 
PACIFIC ISLANDS AREA 

CONSERVATION PRACTICE SPECIFICATION 

CLEARING AND SNAGGING (326) 

 
 

SCOPE  

The work shall consist of clearing and disposing of woody growth and/or other obstructions from the 
designated area as shown on the drawings or as staked in the field.  

SAFETY 

Landowners or operators, sponsoring organizations, and contractors shall be liable for damage to utilities 
and damage resulting from disruption of service caused by construction activities. The Natural Resources 
Conservation Service makes no representation on the existence or non-existence of any utilities. 
Absence of utilities on the drawings is not assurance that no utilities are present at the site.  

It is the responsibility of the landowner or operator to determine if there are buried or overhead utilities in 
the vicinity of the proposed work. They should take proper procedures to insure that the utilities shall not 
be jeopardized and that equipment operators and others will not be injured during construction 
operations.  

CONSTRUCTION OPERATIONS  

Construction operations shall be done in such a manner that erosion and air and water pollution are 
minimized and held within legal limits.  Appropriate measures shall be taken to minimize the chance of 
any oil or fuel spills from entering the stream.  Equipment parking, maintenance, and refueling will be 
away from the edge of the stream. 

Any temporary crossings, bridge supports, cofferdams, silt fences, or other structures specified or needed 
during construction shall be completely removed from the stream channel at the conclusion of 
construction. 

The owner, operator, contractor, or other persons will conduct all work and operations in accordance with 
proper safety codes for the type of construction being performed with due regards to the safety of all 
persons and property.  

REMOVAL 

The limits of the area to be cleared will be marked by means of stakes, flags, tree markings or other 
suitable methods.  Trees to be left standing and uninjured will be designated by special markings placed 
around the tree.  Sediment/gravel bars and other debris accumulations to be left in place shall be 
identified on the drawings and in the field as practicable.   

Site ingress and egress routes shall minimize the removal or destruction of riparian trees and shrubs.  
When specific routes are identified, avoid traveling over other areas. 

When heavy equipment is used, it will be operated in a manner that will minimize disturbance to stream 
banks and existing vegetation. 

All trees, stumps, and brush within the perimeter of the channel and designated for removal shall be cut 
as close to the ground as the cutting tools permit.  In other areas to be cleared, the trees, brush, and 
other woody vegetation shall be cut within the maximum distance above the ground level specified.   

Trees shall be felled in such a manner as to avoid damage to other trees, property, and objects outside 
the limits of clearing.  
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If herbicide treatment is planned, the stumps and brush in the specified area shall be treated at the time 
of clearing according to the recommendations of the manufacturer of the herbicide specified or being 
used.  All herbicide use must be in accordance with applicable laws, rules or ordinances.   

Downed trees, logs, drifts, boulders, debris, and other obstructions lying wholly or partly in the channel 
shall be removed as designated in the project plan.  Piling, piers, headwalls, and sediment bars that 
obstruct the free flow of water shall be removed if so designated in the project plan.   

The use of explosives in all clearing and snagging operations, when allowed, shall be in strict compliance 
with applicable state statutes and regulations. 

SNAGGING 

Selective snagging, where possible, shall be performed primarily with hand-operated equipment, water 
based equipment, or small equipment used in a manner that will minimize soil, water, and other resource 
disturbance.  

DISPOSAL 

Trees, logs, and all combustible material resulting from the clearing and snagging operations shall be 
burned, buried, or piled in designated disposal areas as specified for the project.  All burning shall be 
performed outside the channel and shall conform to regulations in effect in the area.  In other areas, 
where burning is prohibited, material shall be disposed of in such a manner that it does not float away or 
reenter the channel.  Residue from burning and noncombustible material shall be buried outside the 
channel or placed in designated disposal areas.  All residue material shall have an earth cover of 12 
inches or as specified to permit proper land use.   

WORKMANSHIP  

All construction shall be performed in a workmanlike manner, and the job site shall have a neat 
appearance when finished.  

All disturbed areas not graveled or paved will be vegetated to control erosion.  

BASIS OF ACCEPTANCE  

The acceptability of this practice shall be determined by inspections during and following construction to 
ensure compliance with all provisions of this specification and the construction drawings. 

SPECIAL MEASURES 

Measures and construction methods that enhance fish and wildlife values shall be incorporated as 
needed and practical.  Special attention shall be given to visual resources protecting and maintaining key 
shade, food, and den trees.  

 


