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Section II-A-1. Official Soil Survey Information

How to Access NRCS Soil Survey Maps

SOIL MAPS – there are a number of options available to access and view soil maps that correspond to the “official soils information” from the eFOTG.

By NRCS policy, the Soils Data Mart and the Web Soil Survey are the designated locations of “official” Soil map information.  Please see eFOTG document in Section II, A.“ Official Soil Survey Information Introduction - PI Feb. 2007” for specific instructions on retrieving Soil Data Mart and Web Soil Survey soil information.

Local NRCS Network Servers: For the convenience of NRCS Pacific Islands Area (PIA) field and area office staff, up-to-date soil shape files have been placed on local NRCS network servers (“G” drive) for use in Geographic Information Systems (GIS) applications.  A soils map can be generated in GIS using the county/island soil map unit spatial data file.  Background ortho-rectified digital imagery for location referencing is recommended.  Soil shape files can be found at:  G:\geodata\soils. NRCS-PIA staff should use this information for planning purposes.

Soil Data Mart: At this site you can download soil shape files to use in GIS applications.  A soils map can be generated in GIS using the downloaded county/island spatial data file, e.g., soilmu_a_hi990.shp, is the soils map unit shape file for Oahu.  Background ortho-rectified digital imagery for location referencing is recommended.  
Link to Soil Data Mart shape files for the State of Hawaii: http://soildatamart.nrcs.usda.gov/State.aspx
Accurate shape files for generating soil maps are not currently available for locations in PIA outside of the State of Hawaii. 
Web Soil Survey: This web-based interactive application allows a user to find their area of interest and to create a printable soils map with soil map unit legend.  It also provides interactive methods to produce soil property and interpretation maps and soils reports.

Link to Web Soil Survey soil maps for the State of Hawaii: http://websoilsurvey.nrcs.usda.gov/app/
Accurate Web Soil Survey soil maps are not currently available for locations in PIA outside of the State of Hawaii. 

On-Line Soil Surveys “Archived”: At this site you can view a pdf version of the published soil survey, including soil survey maps.

Link to on-line soil surveys: http://soils.usda.gov/survey/online_surveys/
Published Soil Survey Manuscripts: These are hard copy published soil survey manuscripts that range in their dates of publication.  Typically these are not considered the “Official Soil Survey Information” due to the publication date stamp and the frequent updates to the soil surveys.  Updates are provided in an electronic format through the Soil Data Mart and Web Soil Survey.  However, these Soil Survey Manuscripts are important documents.  They provide specific county-wide soils, geology, climate, agronomic, vegetative and land use information gathered by the soil scientists and other specialists that completed the fieldwork.  The Soil Survey Manuscripts are available at the local NRCS-PIA Field Offices, and the PIA-West Area Office and PIA State Office. 
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