Resource – Animals

1. HABITAT

Domesticated Animals

A. Food 

Definition: Quantity and quality of food are inadequate to meet the seasonal requirements of domesticated animals.

QUALITY CRITERIA: 

Target:  Nutritional requirements of animals are met so that health, growth, reproduction, lactation and general well being is maintained. Domesticated animals are in adequate condition.

Indicator: Visual observation, Body Condition Score, interview with client or other sources of local and regional information included in the Field Office Technical Guide.

Additional Quality criteria are met when planned measures provides for the quantity and quality of food that is adequate to meet the nutritional requirements of the livestock. Prescribed Grazing will be considered an essential practice.

B. Cover and/or Shelter

Definition: Cover and/or shelter are inadequate for animals.

QUALITY CRITERIA: 

Target: Health and general well being of domestic animals is adequate. 

Indicator: Visual observation, body condition score, interview with client, and other sources of local and regional information included in the Field Office Technical Guide.

Additional Quality criteria are met when the domestic animals are provided adequate cover and shelter as appropriate for the climatic conditions.

C. Water – Quantity and Quality

Definition: The quantity and quality of drinking water is inadequate for domesticated animals. 

QUALITY CRITERIA: 

Target:  Adequate quantity and quality of water is available to meet the needs of domesticated animals.

Indicator: Visual observation, interview with client, and other sources of local and regional information included in the Field Office Technical Guide.

Additional Quality criteria are met when planned measures provide for a water supply that is adequate, of sufficient quality and is properly distributed to meet the livestocks daily needs. Where water is the limiting factor for the intended use, existing supplies will be maintained or improved or proper distribution of new sources will be developed.

Wildlife

A. Food 

Definition: Quantity and quality of food is inadequate for the needs of wildlife.

QUALITY CRITERIA: 

Target: Quantity and quality of food is adequate to meet the seasonal requirements of wildlife. Habitat Suitability Guide minimum rating for: Cropland–25%; pasture/hayland–40%; rangeland/woodland-50%; and wildlife areas-75%. 

Indicator: Habitat Suitability Guide (Biology Technical Note 27). 

For Wildlife, additional quality criteria are met when planned measures provide a minimum of 30 percent quantity and quality of food to meet the seasonal requirements of food and its interspersion with water and cover for the species of concern, including threatened and endangered species.

B. Cover and/or Shelter

Definition: Cover, shelter and/or space are inadequate for the needs of wildlife.

QUALITY CRITERIA: 

Target: Quantity and quality of cover, shelter and space are adequate to meet the seasonal requirements of wildlife. Habitat Suitability Guide minimum rating for: Cropland–25%; pasture/hayland–40%; rangeland/woodland-50%; and wildlife areas-75%. 

Indicator: Habitat Suitability Guide (Biology Technical Note 27). 

For Wildlife, additional quality criteria are met when planned measures provide a minimum of 30 percent cover and its interspersion with food and water for the species of concern, including threatened and endangered species, and provide for adequate cover availability for the intended use.

C. Water – Quantity and Quality

Definition: Water quantity and/or quality are inadequate for the needs of wildlife. 

QUALITY CRITERIA: 

Target: Quantity and quality of food, cover, water and space are adequate to meet the seasonal requirements of wildlife. Habitat Suitability Guide minimum rating for: Cropland–25%; pasture/hayland–40%; rangeland/woodland-50%; and wildlife areas-75%. 

Indicator: Habitat Suitability Guide (Biology Technical Note 27). 

Additional quality criteria are met when planned measures provide a minimum of 30 percent of the habitat potential for the species of concern is achieved regardless of land use, based on an approved habitat evaluation procedure. 

2. MANAGEMENT

Domesticated Animals

A. Population / Resource Balance

Definition: Domestic animal population is in a negative balance with feed, forage, and/or wildlife habitat requirements.

QUALITY CRITERIA: 

Target:  Numbers of domestic animals do not exceed capability of resource (feed, forage, shelter, water, and competition from resident or transient wildlife) and season of use is appropriate for the resource area.

Indicator:  Estimated supply and demand of feed and/or forage using procedures in Chapters 5 and 6 of the National Range and Pasture Handbook, Grazing Lands Applications software or other appropriate tools.

Additional Quality criteria are met when planned measures balance the feed, forage, water, cover, space, and other habitat requirements with the planned population numbers of wildlife and domestic animals for their intended use. The measures will be based upon animal forage and feed balance sheets; wildlife habitat inventories; grazing management plans; and habitat management plans. All conservation measures will be planned so that threatened or endangered species are not negatively impacted. Planned Grazing Systems shall be an essential practice.

The minimum resource level of wildlife habitat relative to its potential that is acceptable for the intended use based upon both land user and public objectives areas follows: cropland, 30%; pasture and hayland, 40%; rangeland, 50%; woodland, 50% and wildlife lands, 75%. This criteria is established relative to the habitat inventory methods used to arrive at appropriate levels of habitat potential for the species of concern for each of these land uses.

B. Animal Health

Definition: Proper attention is not given to managing the health of domesticated animals.

QUALITY CRITERIA: 

Target:  Domesticated animals are in good overall health.  Diseases, parasites, and pests are actively controlled.

Indicator: Visual observation, interview with client, and other sources of local and regional information included in the Field Office Technical Guide.

Additional Quality criteria are met when measures and management are planned that reduce to an acceptable level the effects of poisonous plants, disease, parasites, and insects on the species of concern that are caused by improper soil, water, air, and plant resource use.

Wildlife

A. Population / Resource Balance

Definition: Numbers and kinds of wildlife are not in balance with the habitat.

QUALITY CRITERIA:

Target: Numbers of wildlife do not exceed the capability of the resource (food, cover, water and space).  The wildlife season of use is appropriate for resource area.

Indicator: No readily discernible imbalance apparent, as indicated by overuse of the habitat or by adversely impacted wildlife species.

B. Wildlife Health

Definition: Proper attention is not given to the health of wildlife.

QUALITY CRITERIA:

Target: Wildlife is in good health, adequate habitat for viable populations is maintained, life-cycle and reproduction requirements are met.

Indicator: Visual observation, interview with client and other sources of local information.
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