Conservation Management Systems (CMS)

A Conservation Management System (CMS) is a combination of conservation practices and management.  When implemented, will achieve a specified level of treatment for some or all of five natural resources: soil, water, air, plants, and animals, and the human considerations or SWAPA+H. The term human considerations refers to the economic, social, and cultural factors that must be addressed in the planning process.

The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) recognizes two levels of Conservation Management Systems: Resource Management Systems (RMS) and Acceptable Management Systems (AMS). Resource Management Systems consider all SW AP A + H concerns identified by the ecosystem based planning process. Acceptable Management Systems address a narrower range of concerns (see Figure I).

Land use and land treatment decisions often have wide reaching effects on the environment.  The ecosystem based planning approach requires that NRCS planners help the customer understand the impacts of land use and treatment decisions on natural resources.

NRCS planners help customers understand soil quality issues such as erosion, productivity, fertility, pesticide interactions, compaction, and deposition, and develop plans to enhance or restore soil quality, mitigate negative impacts, or minimize risks. Planners do the same for water quality and quantity, air quality, plant and animal species and communities and the local economic, social, and cultural conditions (human considerations) when developing conservation management systems.

This section provides information for developing Resource Management Systems (RMS) to prevent or treat concerns associated with soil; water, air, and related plant and animal resources.

This section describes the resource considerations and their acceptable levels of quality criteria. All conservation planning assistance provided to resource users will be directed toward achieving the objective of natural resource protection that prevents degradation and permits sustainable use. 

 This section contains CMS guidance documents which list combinations of conservation practices for solving resource concerns common to the land uses found within that county.

Guidance is also provided for developing Acceptable Management Systems (AMS) in designated areas when economic, social, or cultural constraints prohibit RMS development.

This section also provides information for meeting the requirements of the 1985 and 1990 Farm Acts (FSA/FACTA). Presented are the minimum requirements for Basic Conservation Systems (BCS) and Alternative Conservation Systems (ACS). Locally developed "Guide Sheets" list options that are available to meet erosion reduction requirements.
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