The wood turtle has a slightly domed carapace

(top shell) that can reach a length of 9 inches.
The scutes (scales) of the carapace are sculpted
and knobby. The hingeless plastron (bottom
shell) has a light color pattern with dark
marginal blotches. The front legs and neck are

often bright red or orange red.
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Wood Turtle
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The WOOD TURTLE is in decline
throughout most of its range and needs
your help. This brochure is intended to

provide facts and general information on
the life history and ecology of this
amazing animal, and how YOU can help
with its conservation.
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‘: The WOOD TURTLE (Glyptemys insculpta)

+ ranges from southeastern Canada south to

northern Virginia. It also occurs in the upper
midwestern States.
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Wood turtle life history is characterized by
slow growth, late sexual maturity (10- 5 years)
and high natural mortality of eggs a
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WOOD TURTLE FACTS

For additional information on the
conservation of wood turtles and
other reptiles and amphibians:
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