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Alternative Conservation Systems are minimally acceptable systems for compliance with the Food Security Act. The alternative conservation systems provide options that will achieve substantial reductions in erosion and still permit customary crop production.

Individual guide sheets are provided for Erosion Index (El) 8-16, El 16-28, El 28-60, and El >60. The soils within each group are similar and are conducive to use of similar erosion control systems.
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The alternative conservation systems are minimally acceptable systems for compliance with the Food Security Act. These systems can be developed for site-specific situations where neither the Resource Management System nor the Basic Conservation System is economically feasible or practical. Alternative conservation systems shall provide for options that will achieve substantial reductions in erosion and still permit crop production.
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El 8-16

ASC Number I

Continuous low residue producing crops

Crop Residue Use (residue left on surface until February 15) or

Cover Crop (planted in fall and left until February 15)

Contour Farming

Field Borders

Water Disposal System1
   (example system)
ASC Number 2

(example system)

Conservation Cropping Sequence (high residue producing crops, 

i.e., corn, small grains, soybeans, sorghum, etc., at least 

1/2 of the time)

Crop Residue Use (residue left on surface until February 15) or 

Cover Crop (planted in fall and left until February 15)

Contour Farming

Conservation Tillage (of crops in rotation other than cotton, 

peanuts, vegetable crops, or tobacco)

(75% cover after planting)

Field Borders

Water Disposal System2

ASC Number 3

Any combination of practices in Section IV of the Technical Guide that achieves a substantial reduction in sheet and rill erosion and concentrated flow erosion, where present. (The significance of reduction and practicality of requiring further reductions are to be considered on a case by case basis.

1

Includes terrace (typically 150 feet spacing), grassed waterways, water and sediment control basins, underground tile

outlets, and diversions, and buffer strips, as needed.

2   Includes grassed waterways, water and sediment control basins, underground tile outlets, and   

    diversions as needed.

ASC Number I (example system)

Continuous low residue producing crops

Crop Residue Use (residue left on surface until February 15) or 

Cover Crop (planted in fall and left until February 15)

Contour Farming

Field Borders

Water Disposal System1

ASC Number 2 (example system)

Conservation Cropping Sequence (high residue producing crops,                                                                       i.e., corn, small grains, soybeans, sorghum, etc., at least

1/2 of the time)

Crop Residue Use (residue left on surface until February 15) or 

Cover Crop (planted in fall and left until February 15) 

Stripcropping

Conservation Tillage (of crops other than cotton, peanuts, 

vegetable crops, or tobacco) (75% cover after planting)

Field Borders

Water Disposal System2

ASC Number 3 (example system)

Conservation Cropping Sequence

Crop Residue Use (residue left on surface until February 15) or 

Cover Crop (planted in fall and left until February 15)

Grasses and Legumes in Rotation

Buffer Stripcropping (30 ft. grass strips)(60 ft. cropped strips) 

Field Borders

Water Disposal System2

ASC Number 4

Any combination of practices in Section IV of the Technical Guide 

that achieves a substantial reduction in sheet and rill erosion 

and concentrated flow erosion, where present.  (The significance of reductions and practicality of requiring further reductions are to be considered on a case by case basis.

______

1  Includes terraces (typically 100 ft. spacing), grassed waterways, water and sediment control, basins, underground tile outlets, and diversions as needed.

2  Includes grassed waterways, water and sediment control basins, underground tile outlets, and    

  diversions as needed.
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The alternative conservation systems are minimally acceptable systems for compliance with the Food  Security Act. These systems can be developed for site specific situations where neither the Resource Management System nor the Basic Conservation System is economically feasible or practical. Alternative conservation systems shall provide for options that will achieve substantial reductions in erosion and still permit crop production.
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                             El 28-60

The alternative conservation systems are minimally acceptable systems for compliance with the Food Security Act. These systems can be developed for site-specific situations where neither the Resource Management System nor the Basic Conservation System is economically feasible or practical. Alternative conservation systems shall provide for options that will achieve substantial reductions in erosion and still permit crop production.

However, omitting practices from the Basic Conservation Treatment System typically leaves a major erosion problem. Thus, use of a resource management system or basic conservation system is prudent on these soils. Because of the severity of the erosion hazard, permanent vegetative cover commonly is recommended on these soils.

ASC Number I

Any combination of practices in Section IV of the Technical Guide that achieves a substantial reduction in sheet and rill erosion and concentrated flow erosion, where present.  (The significance of reductions and practicality of requiring further reductions

are to be considered on a case by case basis.)

Considering all factors, permanent vegetative cover -is the best use for these soils. Substantially reduce cropland erosion on these soils, specialized erosion control systems combining extensive use of grass and legumes, conservation tillage, contour farming, an acceptable conservation cropping sequence, and a water disposal system commonly are required.

Alternative Conservation Compliance Systems EROS1ON INDEX > 60
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These soils are highly erodible and have every severe erosion hazard.

