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Cropland

Planning Resource Management Systems

Successful resource management on cropland is the correct application of a combination of practices that will meet the needs of the cropland ecosystem – the soil, water, air, plant, and animal resources, and the objectives of the land user.  Quality criteria that must be met on cropland for each of the resource concerns is explained in Section III of the Field Office Technical Guide.  A Resource Management System (RMS) is developed by selecting a combination of the ESSENTIAL, plus the DESIRABLE or NEEDED practices, or both, whose combined effects will meet the criteria for each resource.

	ESSENTIAL Practices – These practices are essential for proper 

                                          cropland  management and sustainability, and

                                          are always planned in the RMS.



Conservation Crop Rotation (Code 328)

Nutrient Management (Code 590) 1/

Residue Management (Code 329) 2/

Pest Management (Code 595A)

	DESIRABLE Practices – These practices facilitate the application of the 

                                          essential practices.


     Access Road (Code 560)


  Land Smoothing (Code 466)

     Controlled Drainage (Code 335)

  Obstruction Removal (Code 500)

     Irrigation Canal or Lateral (Code 320)

  Precision Land Forming (Code 462)

     Irrigation Field Ditch (Code 388)

  Chiseling & Subsoiling (Code 324)

     Irrigation and Leveling (Code 464)

  Subsurface Drain (Code 606)
     Irrigation Pit or Reg. Reservoir (Code 552)  
  Surface Drainage, Field Ditch (Code 607)

     Irrigation System (Codes 442,443,441,447)      Surface Drainage, Main or lateral (Code 608)

     Irrigation Water Conveyance (Codes 428, 430)

	NEEDED Practices – These practices are planned when necessary to 

                                    establish, renovate, or accelerate changes in 

                                    cropland or to treat specific resource problems. 


     Alley Cropping (Code 311)


   Grade Stabilization Structure (Code 410)

    Contour Buffer Strips (Code 332)

   Grassed Waterway (Code 412)

    Contour Farming (Code 330)


   Hedgerow Planting (Code 422)

    Contour Orchard or Other Fruit Are (Code 331)  Herbaceous Wind Barriers (Code 603)

    Cover Crop (Code 340)
   

Irrigation Water Management (Code 449)

    Critical Area Planting (Code 342)

   Residue Mgt. Mulch Till (Code 345) 

    Cross Wind Ridges (Code 588)

   Residue Mgt. No Till, Strip Till (Code 329)

    Cross Wind Strip Cropping (Code 589B)
   Residue Mgt. Ridge Till (Code 346)  

    Cross Wind Trap Strips (Code 589C)

   Riparian Forest Buffer (Code 391A)
	NEEDED Practices – These practices are planned when necessary to 

     (Continued)           establish, renovate, or accelerate changes in 

                                    cropland or to treat specific resource problems.


    Diversion (Code 362)



Row Arrangement (Code 557)

    Field Border (Code 386


Stripcropping, Contour (Code 585)

    Filter Strip (Code 393A)


Underground Outlet (Code 620)
    Terrace (Code 600)



Wetland Wildlife Habitat Mgt. (Code 644)
    Waste Utilization (Code 633) 1/

Windbreak/Shelterbelt Estab.  (Code 380)
    Upland Wildlife Habitat Mgt. (Code 645)


	


1/  When nutrients are to be supplied through application of animal waste, both nutrient management and waste utilization become essential practices.
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