Options for <enter landowner name> <enter County name> County.
These options apply to FSA Farm ####, Tract ####, in <enter County name> County, SC as shown on the attached Wetland Determination Map.
Option 1

No Action
Mr., Ms. <participant name> has the option of doing nothing to address the converted wetland on Farm 2764, Tract 2763. The ‘no action’ option would result in NRCS filing an AD 569 to the Farm Service Agency and Mr. <participant name> would not be eligible for USDA program benefits.
Option 2
Restore the CW + 2009 areas 

<Participant name> could restore the xxx acres of converted wetland labeled CW + year. The restoration of these acres would include the following conditions:
1. The herbaceous vegetation within the wetland will be allowed to naturally regenerate.

2. Plant a combination of <enter tree species name> on a 20’ x 20’ spacing (109 trees/ac.). Tree shelters will be installed at the time of planting to protect the seedlings from deer browse. The seedlings may be planted in a row arrangement in order to reduce potential damage to the planted seedlings.

3. A seedling survival check will be performed by the landowner, 12 months following completion of the tree planting. A written report of the results of the seedling survival check will be forwarded to the <enter County name> County NRCS field office within 14 days of the completion of the seedling survival check. If the seedling survival rate is below 70%, replanting or spot planting will be required to reach the 70% threshold. 
4. The vegetation on the site will be monitored for invasive species annually. Any invasive speices found on the site will be treated or removed by the landowner. 

5. There shall be no further manipulation or agricultural activity in the wetland areas. 

6. Any maintenance (mowing) of the herbaceous vegetation within the restored wetland area will not occur until after September 1 and before April1, which is outside the primary nesting season in South Carolina.

Option 3
Off site restoration of another impacted wetland
<Participant name> could restore the adjacent (xxx acres Carolina bay/forested wetlands) that has had the hydrology removed. Additionally the restoration of this area would require a 100 foot wide buffer of upland area surrounding the entire bay. Monitoring wells would need to be installed to monitor the ground water for at least three years. This entire area (bay and buffer) would have a recorded conservation easement placed on the land. The duration of the easement would be for the time period that the converted wetland (CW + year) remains in its converted state. 
Items that would need to be addressed to restore the wetland include:

Acres of wetlands restored

Wetland functions restored

Hydrology Specification which include depth, duration and timing of the hydroperiod

Water control structures and their management

Monitoring wells to document soil saturation within 12 inches of the surface for 14 consecutive days during the growing season
Soil conditions on the proposed site

Grading plans and the stabilization of any disturbed areas

Planting plan


Native species, numbers and locations


Planting schedule


Seeding rate


Minimal accepted survival rate


Minimal management level


Invasive species control plan

Erosion control measures

Compatible uses

Monitoring plan

Measurable success of mitigation criteria

Maintenance activities and how they are to be accomplished

Option 4
Purchase wetland mitigation credits
<Participant name> has the option of purchasing credits from an approved wetland mitigation bank here in South Carolina. Using the USA COE Standard Operating Procedure, we determined that <Participant name> would need to offset approximately xxx wetland credits. As a rule of thumb, wetland mitigation credits in South Carolina are about $6000 per credit and typical manipulated site requires approximately 10 credits per acre. 10 credits x $ 6000/acre = $ 60,000.00 per acre.
