Wind Erosion Prediction
The Wind Erosion Equation (WEQ) is currently used by NRCS as the approved method to predict average soil loss from wind erosion.  This model, developed by scientists with the Agricultural Research Service and the Soil Conservation Service, was initially released for use in 1968 (see Agriculture Handbook No. 346, ARS/USDA). The Wind Erosion Equation is a functional model which includes considerations of climate, particularly wind related characteristics; soils; cover; and tillage in estimates of soil movement by wind.  This model, however, is available only as a hardcopy version or as an electronic spreadsheet.    Factors and lookup lookup tables   are used to derive an estimate of wind erosion.  A copy of the South Carolina Handbook for WEQ (Wind Erosion Control in South Carolina, 1978) is available for review at the local NRCS Field Office.  Note that in South Carolina wind erosion typically is a potential resource concern only in the Coastal Plain region. 
Additional research and experience along with improvements in technology have facilitated advancements in erosion prediction.  Scientists with the Agricultural Research Service and the Natural Resources Conservation Service are presently developing a computer based model, the Wind Erosion Prediction System (WEPS) for use in estimating soil movement by wind.
